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Focus on using VINCI Resources
  













This presentation will focus on studies that will be: 

Conducting IRB Research 

Using VINCI services 

Requesting data access from NDS 

Using VINCI/CDW data 

Using the VINCI Workspace 

VINCI Central web site
 
http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/VinciCentral
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Basic Steps of a VINCI Study
  

1. Get VINCI Concierge assistance (optional) 
a) Feasibility Assessment 

b) Data Needs Assessment 

2. Create your protocol and get an IRB letter 

3. For Real SSN - IRB signs Real SSN Access form
 
4. Request data access with DART 

5. VINCI data and project provisioning 

6. Use the VINCI Workspace 

7. Optional training 

 A VINCI Concierge can assist at any time by contacting VINCI@va.gov with your request 3 
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1a. Feasibility Assessment
  













A Feasibility request is done prior to 

starting a protocol or study  

It is for determining if enough patients 

exist to conduct the study you want
  

To request a Feasibility determination, 

send the following to VINCI@va.gov:
  

Primary Investigator Name 

Phone number and email address 

A detailed description of the project 
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1a. Feasibility Assessment
  













Inclusion criteria: ICD-9 codes, CPT codes, 

labs 

Exclusion criteria: ICD-9 codes, CPT codes, 

labs 

Study population - National or by station 

number(s) 

Study period - dates to be included 

Our VINCI Data team will contact you to 

discuss your request and set expectations 

A feasibility request takes up to 3 weeks
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1b. Get a Data Needs Assessment
  







A Data Needs Assessment or DNA, is where 

VINCI helps you discover the data you 

need to conduct your study and how to 

get access approvals 

It is not for Preparatory to Research where 

you explore the data yourself 

A DNA will deliver a list of variables 

mapped to CDW data and a CDW Checklist 

for your DART request 
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1b. Get a Data Needs Assessment
  







To request a DNA, send an email to 

VINCI@va.gov  with the following:
  
 Your study protocol if you have one or similar 

study information  

 An extensive description of what kind of data 

you are looking for  

Our VINCI Data team will contact you to 

discuss your request and set expectations  

A DNA typically takes up to two weeks  
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2. Create your Protocol and get IRB
 













Create your protocol 

Get HIPAA waiver or Patient Consent 

Get your IRB - you will need an IRB from 

each location where an investigator is 

involved 

Use VINCI Description for IRBs 

Use VINCI Information Security 

Description in IRB 

See VINCI Central “IRB Research Study” 

page for these documents 
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3. For Real SSN
 







You will need a Real SSN Access Request 

form signed by your IRB 

This form is for justifying use of Real SSN 

Information and form available on VHA 

Data Portal web site 
vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov on the Data Access 

Request Tracker (DART) Request Process page. 
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 4. Request data access with DART
 











DART is the Data Access  Request Tracker online 

application used by National Data Systems (NDS) 

to approve access to various data sources 

including CDW/VINCI data
  
Collects study information and documentation 

via a 4-screen “Wizard” 
	
Determines required documentation based on 

Wizard entries
  
Distributes the request to approving authorities 

who approve online
  
Contact VINCI@va.gov  for assistance  
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo–  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo–  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Demo –  IRB Research Study
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DART Processing
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5. VINCI Provisioning
 





-





VINCI is automatically notified of approvals by 

DART 

VINCI Help Desk begins provisioning VINCI 

Workspace for access and study data folder 

takes up to 5-business days 

VINCI Data Manager begins provisioning the study 

by creating study correspondence SharePoint 

site, group directories, and database - takes up 

to 5-business days 

All communications between study and VINCI 

Data Manager run through correspondence site 
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5. Data Provisioning
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6. Use the VINCI Workspace
 















VINCI firewall provides enhanced data security 

Access to computing power, software tools, 

databases, SAS/Grid, file and data storage 

Can be accessed from outside the VA through VA 

VPN solutions of Rescue and CAG 

The VINCI Workspace and shared Project Folders 

allow for national collaboration in a research 

group 

Comes in two variations: 

Standard Workspace 

Development Workspace
 

(for software development)
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6. Use the VINCI Workspace
 









Follow the guides! Found on VINCI Central’s User 

Guides page 

VINCI Workspace User Guide 

VINCI Database User Guide 

VINCI File Transfer Guide 
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7. Optional Training
 







Need training to use VINCI’s resources? Contact 

VINCI@va.gov 

 Self-service training on VINCI Central 

 VINCI Tube - video tutorials and cyberseminars 

VINCI University - videos, user guides, cyberseminars, 

other resources 

VINCIpedia - FAQs, DART Considerations, VINCI Data 

Topics, and links to policy handbooks 
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Questions?
 

VINCI@va.gov
 

Before VINCI After VINCI 
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