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Quick Poll

How familiar are you with qualitative reporting guidelines?

A) Not at all familiar
B) Somewhat familiar
C) Quite familiar
D) Very familiar
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Agenda

Reporting Guidelines

• What are reporting guidelines
(and what are they not)?

• Why use reporting
guidelines?

• Common elements of
reporting guidelines

• Differences between
qualitative reporting
guidelines

• Considerations for use

Manuscript Development

• Process for using reporting
guidelines

• Incorporating reporting
guidelines into writing

Equator Network

• Equator network overview
• Using the equator network
• Reporting guidelines not in

the equator network
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Section 1

What are qualitative (author) 
reporting guidelines? 



Context 

• Across the more than 30,000 biomedical journals being published, how can editors assess the 
quality of your article over another? 

• How can readers be assured that valuable information about research methods hasn’t been 
omitted, or that the outcomes have not been selectively reported? 

• Errors such as these can lead to inaccurate conclusions, which in turn can have a serious impact 
on medical practice and decision-making. 

• Tools can assist authors, reviewers and editors, and provide effective quality control across all 
biomedical journals.

• The EQUATOR Network (Enhancing the QUAlity and Transparency Of health Research) “develops and 
maintains a comprehensive collection of online resources providing up-to-date information, tools, and 
other materials related to health research reporting.”

www.wolterskluwer.com/en/expert-insights/authors-equator-network
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What are reporting guidelines? What are they not?

Reporting guidelines are not …

A rubric for evaluation of 
quality. There is not a single, 
all-encompassing guideline 

and guidelines are not 
stringent or fixed.

Reporting guidelines are …

Used to aid in study design 
and outlining articles. They 

serve to determine the 
relevant and appropriate 
methods for a study and 
assist articles in meeting 

journal expectations. 
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What are qualitative reporting guidelines?

• A set of standards to guide researchers in reporting on their work and 
to enable readers and reviewers to evaluate the quality of the work

• SRQR (O'Brien, Harris, Beckman, Reed, & Cook, 2014) was designed to 
be flexible to accommodate various qualitative approaches and 
methods

• COREQ (Tong, Sainsbury, & Craig, 2007) was designed to apply to 
qualitative studies using interviews and focus groups
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Why use qualitative reporting guidelines?

• Ensure complete information for reviewers and readers to evaluate, 
compare, and understand your approach

• Meet requirements for many journals (and head off reviewers' 
questions)

• Support broader aim in the field for more transparency and clarity in 
qualitative inquiry and analytic approaches
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Common elements of SRQR and COREQ

• Research team characteristics and reflexivity
• Approach/paradigm/methodological orientation (e.g., grounded theory, phenomenology, content 

analysis, discourse analysis, etc.)
• Sampling strategy
• Context/setting
• Data collection methods, instruments, and technologies
• Analysis

• Who was involved
• Codebook, coding tree, or data processing steps
• Techniques to enhance trustworthiness (e.g., member-checking)

• Reporting of findings and clear links to data
• Audit trail
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Differences between SRQR and COREQ

SRQR includes items for every 
section of the paper, from the 
Title to the Discussion section 
and Conflict of Interest section

COREQ includes more granular
points for the Methods and 
Results/Findings sections. 

Many specifically pertain to 
interview and focus group 

studies.
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Considerations for using reporting guidelines

• Not all elements apply to every study or manuscript

• It’s important to include the elements listed; it’s less important where 
they go

• Example: “Integration with prior work” (SRQR) may go in Discussion 
section for many journals, or in Results/Discussion blended section in 
some qual journals

11



12

Section 2

How to use qualitative reporting 
guidelines to build a manuscript?



Quick Poll

How often do you use a standard technical writing process (e.g., an outline) when 
developing a manuscript? 

A) Not at all often
B) Somewhat often
C) Quite often
D) Very often
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Process for using reporting guidelines

Writing team creates a paper file for the manuscript. 

PI and writing team meet to review and discuss the design, focus, and/or the data to be used in a manuscript.

Under the PI’s guidance, the team selects a reporting guideline for their manuscript. 

They place the methods section into their paper file by copying the entire checklist and pasting them into the 
methods section. 

Writing team starts writing the methods section using these guidelines and make the headers out of the 
reporting guidelines subsections. 
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Creating the paper file

A paper file is a blank document with just APA headings on each page. Using a paper file, you can paste in 
relevant information and headings in each section. This helps get your manuscript moving froward.
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Possible APA paper file layout: 

Title and authors affiliation
Abstract

Introduction
Methods
Results

Discussion
Tables

References



Review and discuss the design, focus, and/or data

When the PI and writing team meet to review and discuss the design, focus, and/or data of their 
manuscript, those aspects should guide the development of the article. 

Deciding the direction of the paper will help narrow their search for the appropriate author’s 
guideline (e.g., qualitative, mixed methods, quantitative, etc.). 
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Possible guiding 
questions:

How was the data 
collected? 

What type of data 
was collected?

What was the aim 
and objective of 

this paper?

Which journal will 
it be submitted 

to?



Reporting guideline selection

Now that the focus of the paper is decided, the writing team reviews relevant 
reporting guidelines and work together to select a guideline that is best tailored to 

their paper. 

Although these guidelines aren’t stringent or fixed, they should match up with your 
methods, objective, and aim of your manuscript as closely as possible. This will help 

drive the manuscript production forward. 
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https://www.equator-network.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/RG-decision-tree-for-
Wizard-CC-BY-26-February-2016.pdf

https://www.equator-network.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/RG-decision-tree-for-Wizard-CC-BY-26-February-2016.pdf


Building the methods section by using guidelines

The first part of the manuscript to develop will be the methods section, so it is 
important that the reporting guidelines checklist can be integrated into your 

prospective paper. 

Through the equator network, you can access the pdf and other versions of your 
chosen guideline. Take the checklist from the reporting guideline and directly paste 

it into the methods section of your manuscript to start. 
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Writing the methods section using guidelines

Having the checklist in the developing manuscript, will help you identify your 
section and sub-section headings of your methods section and serve to verify that 

you are reporting all the relevant aspects of your methods. 

Using the questions from the checklist, you can began filling in information and 
data from your study. By the end of the checklist, most of your methods section 

should be completed and written. 
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Section 3

What the heck is the equator 
network?   



Quick Poll

How familiar are you with equator network?

A) Not at all familiar
B) Somewhat familiar
C) Quite familiar
D) Very familiar
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Navigating equator network
Equator network home page 
link: https://www.equator-

network.org/

There is a lot of useful 
information on this home 

page; however, we are looking 
for the reporting guidelines 

search engine. 

Navigate to the tab titled 
“Search for reporting 

guidelines” to access the 
search engine. 
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Reporting guidelines search 
Reporting guidelines search engine 

link: https://www.equator-
network.org/reporting-guidelines/

The three fields of the reporting 
guideline search engine:

Clinical area

Section of report

Study type
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https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/


Searching for qualitive research reporting guidelines
Qualitative search alone = 33 

reporting guidelines

1st is SRQR
2nd is ENTREQ
3rd is COREQ

NOTE: They are sorted by 
added first not necessarily 

the most used
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The article: COREQ

After clicking on the reporting guideline in 
the equator network search, it should take 

you to where the guideline is stored. 

You will be able to see where the article 
was published, the doi number, and a pdf. 

Download the PDF so that you can easily 
copy and paste the table into your 

methods.

COREQ DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/intqhc/mzm042
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https://doi.org/10.1093/intqhc/mzm042


COREQ checklist

Most reporting guideline 
checklist will look similar to 

this one. 

This is the COREQ checklist 
and is used  for the methods 

section. 

A guide: Use “Domain” 
headings as the methods 

sections and the non-
numbered writing as the  sub-

sections. 
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Reporting guidelines not found in the equator network

• The equator network is just one clearing house for finding reporting guidelines or writing 
standards.

• If you are looking for a guideline that incorporates multiple methodologies or applies directly to a 
particular content area, you might have to look outside the network. 

• You can do a lit search for other reporting guidelines if you know the author, journal, title, etc. 

• For example: Methodological standards for qualitative and mixed methods patient centered outcomes 
research (Gaglio, Henton, Barbeau, Evans, Hickam, Newhouse & Zickmund 2020) can be found on 
Google Scholar.

• Doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m4435

• Others? 
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https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m4435
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• There are specific reporting guidelines for 
qualitative methods. 

• The equator network is one place to find a 
variety of tools to assist in reporting.

• Reporting guidelines can be a scaffolding to 
enhance transparency and clarity of 
qualitative methodology for dissemination. 

KEY TAKE-AWAYS OF REPORTING GUIDELINES



Questions?



Upcoming and Related Cyber seminar: 
How to Write a Qualitative Manuscript
Jen Van Tiem, Linda Kawentel, Gemmae Fix
12/8

Thank you!

REBECCA.BRUENING@VA.GOV
MONICA.MATTHIEU@VA.GOV

mailto:rebecca.bruening@va.gov
mailto:Monica.Matthieu@VA.GOV
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