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Post-Doctoral Fellows






Laurel CD
Stuart Gilman, MD, MPH

This meeting will enable VA postdoctoral fellows (post-residency MD and PhD) and fellowship directors/faculty to meet and network with other fellows and fellowship directors.  Stuart Gilman, the fellowship program director in the Office of Academic Affiliations in VA Central Office, will participate in the discussion and answer questions about program goals, administration, pay, benefits, and any other issues that arise.  Open discussion will be encouraged.

VA Statisticians’ Association (VASA)
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Andrew Zhou, PhD
 

This breakfast session serves as the annual business meeting of the VA Statisticians’ Association (VASA) and provides a forum for statisticians across the VA to interact and identify ways to become more active participants/contributors to VA HSR&D research.  We will review our activities for the past year. We also will discuss ways we can help to increase the statistical rigor of health services research within the VA, increase the visibility of VA health services statistical research outside the VA, and identify VASA priorities for the coming year.

Health Economics Resource Center (HERC)



Laurel AB
Paul Barnett, PhD

The Health Economics Resource Center will host a round table discussion for economic researchers. Meet other researchers, discuss your research, learn news about VA data, and find out about new products and services available from HERC.

Career Development







Dover AB
Robert Small

An overview of the Career Development Program will be provided, as well as discussion of some of the issues frequently cited by reviewers that lower their enthusiasm for recommending funding of an award. 

Pain Research Working Group
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Robert Kerns, PhD

This session will provide a general opportunity to meet with other VA pain-relevant health services investigators in order to share current projects and to discuss potential new initiatives and collaborations.  The session will specifically highlight opportunities for translational and implementation research through collaborations with the HSR&D QuERI Centers. In attendance will be representatives from the NIH and DoD who will discuss pain-relevant research priorities and funding opportunities and help to facilitate a discussion about VA investigators’ experiences in securing funding from these federal agencies.

QUERI
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David Atkins, MD, MPH

This breakfast session will provide a general opportunity to meet with QUERI leadership and other QUERI investigators to discuss new initiatives and collaborations.  The session will specifically highlight the new Center for Implementation Practice and Research Support (CIPRS), highlights from the QUERI National Meeting in December, the revised research solicitation, and opportunities for collaboration.

VA Information Resource Center (VIREC)
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Timothy Weddle, PhD, MBA
The mission of the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) is to improve the quality of VA research that uses databases and information systems. VIReC staff will describe services available to assist researchers with data and clinical informatics needs for their research; highlight new data sources available for research; and overview plans for a data and clinical informatics evaluation of QUERI implementation research. The session should benefit both new and experienced researchers.

VA Health Equity Research Breakfast Session: 



Falkland

The State of VA Disparities Research – New Directions and Next Steps
Michael Fine, MD, MSc

David Asch, MD, MBA

The VA HSR&D Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion (CHERP) will host a special breakfast session to provide a networking opportunity for VA HSR&D investigators engaged in health equity research. The objective is to bring together investigators to explore potential research and collaborative opportunities within HSR&D and across VA. The session will consist of brief updates from stakeholders and a facilitated discussion. The VA Center for Minority Veterans (CMV) will join the discussion with HSR&D leadership and researchers.
Caregiver Interest Group






Dover C
John Piette, PhD

Caregivers play a critical role in the day-to-day support for chronically ill OEF/OIF and other veterans.  Research on caregiver support is an important part of the Long-Term Care & Caregiving priority research area within the HSR&D eRA RFA. We are organizing a National Caregiver Research Interest Group to provide a structure so that VA caregiving researchers can share information and develop collaborative projects. In this initial meeting, potential members will discuss group goals and processes for information sharing that would aid in stimulating quality research.
Rural Health








Galena
Alan West, PhD 
Richard Corbin, MD
This session is intended as a networking forum for researchers and policy makers interested in veterans’ rural health issues.  Rural veterans and their access to quality health care is a priority area identified by Congress and has resulted in the establishment of three Rural Health Resource Centers within VHA. Rural health is also an HSR&D research priority. This session will focus on exploring potential areas of research and collaboration among the Resource Centers and HSR&D researchers, including responses to new FY 09 funding for the conduct of demonstration and evaluation projects on innovative systems of service delivery to rural areas.  Representatives from the Rural Health Resource Centers will provide an overview of the mission, goals, and objectives of the newly established Centers and outline priority areas of investigation. HSR&D will discuss how research can support the Centers and the overall VHA mission to improve the healthcare of rural veterans.
Inpatient Quality and Safety Interest Group



James
Peter Almenoff, MD

Marta Render, MD
This meeting is open to health services researchers interested in implementation and measurement of outcomes and processes in the acute care arena. Areas of discussion include: 1) How to structure a research agenda around acute inpatient care, 2) Structure/function relationships and pitfalls in a measurement plan for acute/ ICU care, 3) Strategies to maintain momentum, 4) Benchmarking without benchmarks, and 5) When/how is "learning" useful?
