HSR&D Announces New Cancer QUERI
VA's Health Services Research and Development Service (HSR&D) announces the establishment of a new Cancer QUERI Center (CRC-QUERI).  With a focus on colorectal cancers (CRC), the new CRC-QUERI is a collaborative effort between HSR&D and the National Cancer Institute, as part of NCI’s Quality of Cancer Care Initiative.  The organizational centerpiece of the initiative is the Quality of Cancer Care Committee (QCCC).  The QCCC was created to ensure that decisions by the Federal government regarding the care of patients with cancer will be consistent with the best scientific evidence available on quality outcomes.  Thus, a collaboration with QUERI – a quality improvement program designed to translate evidence into practice – seems a natural partnership.

CRC-QUERI’s mission is to translate findings and evidence-based best practices related to colorectal cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment into patient outcome and system improvements.  As the second leading cause of death from cancer and the third most common type of cancer, the 5-year survival rate is over 90 percent when this type of cancer is diagnosed in its earliest stage.  However, less than one-third of these cases are detected early.  Thus, the first priority of CRC-QUERI is translating research to promote best practices designed to improve CRC screening and colonoscopic follow-up.  A second priority will be enhancing the quality of CRC treatment and end-of-life care.

The CRC-QUERI Center will be located at the Minneapolis VA Medical Center in Minnesota.  The Research Coordinator for QUERI-CRC is Michelle vanRyn, PhD, MPH, and the Clinical Coordinator is John H. Bond, MD.

*CRC-QUERI’s Fact Sheet will be posted soon, explaining more about this exciting new QUERI Center.

