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About VINCI 

 Established in 2008 at the Salt Lake City VAMC to 

improve data access and security, provide 

analytical tools, and research support 

 VINCI is a FREE high-performance computing 

environment that serves research and business 

intelligence communities 

 VINCI provides mission-critical services to some 

research and business-intelligence groups 

 VINCI Concierge Support and Services 

 Original contributor to the VHA Data Portal 
http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx 
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What VINCI IS & IS Not 

 IS 
 Computing Workspace (CPU, RAM, storage) 

 Workspace software (commercial and custom) 

 Materializing & hosting data sets 

 A place to do data intensive Clinical Science 

Research 

 IS Not 
 Does not own data (Not a data steward) 

 Does not approve data access (DART) 

 Does not provide software outside VINCI 

Workspace  
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VINCI Central 

http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov 
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VINCI Central 

 Information on  

 Everything VINCI 

 VINCI Workspace 

 Data available from VINCI 

 VINCI Concierge (Support & Study Assistance) 

 User Guides for the VINCI Workspace, 

SAS/Grid, DART, and others 

 Access to Workspace and applications 

 Workspace file upload and download 

utilities (with audit) 
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VINCI Workspace 

https://vhacdwrdgat.vha.med.va.gov/RDWeb 

6 

https://vhacdwrdgat.vha.med.va.gov/RDWeb


VINCI Workspace 

 Comes in two variations 
 Standard Workspace 

 Development Workspace 

 Standard Workspace 
 Standardized environment 

 Abundant resources 

 Software restrictions 

 No Administrator privileges 

 Development Workspace 
 Special purpose usage (custom coding, use of 

non-standard software) 

 Administrator privileges 
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Standard VINCI Workspace 

 Windows Server 2008 Enterprise R2 x64 

Operating System 

 No Administrative permissions 

 Fixed software package 

 4 shared logical processors 

 Shared 16 GB RAM (can request more) 

 10 GB H-drive personal folder (can request more) 

 100 GB project data folder (can request more) 

 Tape and disk backup 
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Standard Workspace Architecture 

H, P, and O-drives 
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Development VINCI Workspace 

 Windows Server 2008 Enterprise R2 x64 

Operating System (Undergoing upgrade to 2012) 

 Administrative permissions 

 Install additional software yourself (S-drive) 

 1 logical processors (can request more) 

 4 GB RAM (can request more) 

 10 GB H-drive personal folder (can request more) 

 100 GB project data folder (can request more) 

 Tape and disk backup 

10 



Development Workspace Architecture 

H and P-drives 
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Analytic Software & Collaboration 

 VINCI provides STATA, R, SAS, SPSS, 

MatLab, V3NLP, and other software 

 The VINCI Workspace and shared Project 

Folders allow for national collaboration in 

a research group 

 Can be accessed from outside the VA 

through CAG and Rescue - Handy for 

University collaborators 

 VINCI does data security for you 
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VINCI SAS/Grid v9.4 

 Load Balancing and Parallel Processing 

 Support for large SAS Community 

 Reuse of existing SAS Programs 

 Small learning curve  

 Availability/Automatic Failover 

 Less downtime = more research 

 Easy Administration 

 Several Consultants available for help and 

support to users 
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SAS Enterprise Guide v6.1 

 Standard for coding and Grid Access 

 Enhanced and automatic features 

 Easy to Configure and Use 

 Wizards for any function 

 Able to develop SQL Pass-Through Queries 

(recommended for the DB) 
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VINCI Poll #1 

Select all that apply: 

 I have not used the VINCI Workspace 

 I have used the VINCI Workspace 

 I have used the VINCI SAS/Grid 

 I want to use the VINCI Workspace 

 I want to use the VINCI SAS/Grid 
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VINCI Data 

 VINCI has a CDW live data server for 
research use 

 VINCI has a static CDW data server with 
FY12, FY13, and FY14 snapshot copies of 
CDW production data 

 VINCI serves CDW production, Raw, TIU, 
DSS, MedSAS and Vital Status data to 
research users 

 VINCI has CDW data descriptions on VINCI 
Central 

 Import your own data into the Workspace 
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VINCI Concierge 

 Support for VINCI (Technical and other) 

 Training and Education 

 Help with data access and DART (Data 

Access Request Tracker) 

 Data Needs Assessment 

 Project Needs Assessment 

 Study setup  

 Feasibility (simple ICD-9 counts) 

 VINCI Happy Hour open Q&A forum every 

3rd Wed. of the month from 3-4pm ET 
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VINCI Services 

 Fee-based services of: 

 Clinical Trial Recruitment 

 Annotation and Chart Review 

 Natural Language Processing (NLP) 

 Analytics and Data Services 

 Application Development 
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VINCI Poll #2 

Select all that apply: 

 I am interested in IRB Research 

 I am interested in Operations research 

 I am a Researcher (IRB or Ops) 

 I assist with Research (IRB or Ops) 
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Become a VINCI User 

 Currently there are 4,928 users; 1,878 

research folders; and 366 operations 

folders 

 For IRB Research 
 New project for NDS-approved data access, 

use Data Access Request Tracker (DART) 
http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataAccess/DARTRequestProcess.aspx 
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Become a VINCI User 

 For Operations 
 New project for NDS-approved data access, get 

NDS Healthcare Operations approval first 
http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataAccess/HealthcareOperationsRequestProcess.aspx 

 Second, use CDW Project Request Form 

following Request a VINCI Workspace for 

Operations guide  
http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/documents/Request_a_VINCI_Workspace_for_Operations.pdf 

 Have own data already? Contact VINCI@va.gov 
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Resources 

 VINCI Central: http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov 

 VHA Data Portal 

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov 

 VIReC http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov 

 CDW https://vaww.dwh.cdw.portal.va.gov 

 HSRData-L Listserv 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/

HSRData-L.htm 
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Questions? 

VINCI@va.gov 

 
Before VINCI After VINCI 
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