
VA Sessions 
at  SGIM Annual Meeting 2010

THURSDAY, April 29 Location: Auditorium 2
10:30 am to 12:00 noon Session # SSA

VA Symposium: National Implementation of VA Patient-Centered 
Medical Homes: VA’s Second Quality Transformation? 
The PCMH is an updated primary care model that recognizes and rewards the diverse but necessary activities of a primary care 
home base for a population of patients. While testing of the medical home model has become a national imperative, results of 
many demonstrations are years off, and the diverse nature of how each demonstration is choosing PCMH features to adopt will 
make the ultimate roadmap to routine implementation unclear.

The VA health care system has been at the forefront of development of patient-centered care in the context of PCMH-like 
models for more than a decade longer than most other health care organizations. VA leaders have designed implementation and 
evaluation strategies to achieve PCMH care models nationally over the next 2-3 years. This session will provide insights from these 
VA leaders about design and implementation of PCMH in VA settings. 

Session Coordinator: Elizabeth M. Yano, PhD, MSPH
Co-Director/Research Career Scientist, VA HSR&D Center of Excellence, VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System; Professor of 
Health Services, UCLA School of Public Health.

* Rooms may be subject to change, so     
	 check	the	onsite	program	to	confirm

Session Faculty:

David Atkins, MD, MPH
Director, Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI), VA 
HSR&D Service, Department of Veterans Affairs

Malcolm Cox, MD
Chief Academic Affiliations Officer, Department of Veterans 
Affairs

Seth Eisen, MD, MSc
Director, VA Health Services Research and Development Service 

THURSDAY, April 29 Location: Room 202 A/B Level 2
12:00 noon to 1:30 pm (Pick up your lunch on your way to Room 202 A/B)

VA Leadership Luncheon
Come join us for an informal lunch with VA leaders and learn first-hand what they think are the future directions of the VA. Bring 
your questions and comments. This is an opportunity for information exchange and discussion about VA programs of interest to 
academic internists. 

VA Leaders will include:

David Atkins, MD, MPH
Director, HSR&D Quality Enhancement Research Initiative

Malcolm Cox, MD
Chief Academic Affiliations Officer

Gerald Cross, MD, FAAAFP
Deputy Chief Patient Care Services Officer

Seth Eisen, MD, MSc
Director, Health Services Research and Development Service

VA	Programming	at	the	SGIM	33rd	annual	meeting	is	supported	by	an	unrestricted	educational	award	from	the	 
Department	of	Veterans	Affairs,	Health	Services	Research	and	Development	Service.

Stephan Fihn, MD, MPH
Director, VA HSR&D Northwest Center for Outcomes 
Research in Older Adults; Professor of Medicine and Health 
Services, Head, Division of General Internal Medicine, 
University of Washington Puget Sound Healthcare System

Richard C. Stark, MD
Director of Primary Care Clinic Operations, Patient Care 
Services, Department of Veterans Affairs



VA Sessions at SGIM
THURSDAY, April 29 Room M101 A
4:00 to 5:30 pm  Session # WC12

VA HSRD Career Development Awards
This session aims to help junior faculty preparing to apply for funding from the VA’s robust but highly competitive Research 
Development Award Program. Experienced faculty will provide information regarding the structure of the program, compare VA 
CDAs to NIH CDAs and discuss how fellows or junior faculty can prepare successful CDA applications. In addition, CDA awardees, 
mentors and study section members will answer your questions about the process.

Session Coordinator: David Haggstrom, MD
Indianapolis VA Medical Center

FRIDAY, April 30 Location: Room 200C
7:30 to 8:30 am Session # IF18 

VA Primary Care Interest Group
The VA Primary Care Research Interest Group provides a venue for information exchange regarding the shared research interests 
of VA Primary Care researchers. This year’s interest group meeting will focus on research and training issues related to the VA 
HSR&D and Office of Academic Affiliation educational initiatives. The VA Office of Academic Affiliations’ ongoing solicitation for 
transformative educational innovation projects and the ongoing increase in the number of VA residency training slots. The VA 
HSR&D portfolios of Health Professions Education Research and Quality Improvement will also be discussed. 

Session Coordinator: Sundar Natarajan, MD
Staff Physician, VA New York Harbor Healthcare System

SATURDAY, May 1 Location: Room 202 A/B
10:30 am to 12:00 noon  Session # WG05

Women’s Health Education in the VA
The increasing number of reproductive age women seeking VA services along with national initiatives to enhance care for women 
in the VA system offers an exciting opportunity for synergy in the care of women veterans and the education of internal medicine 
trainees in the area of women’s health. Three different institutions will share their models of women’s health education in the 
internal medicine residency continuity clinic. Issues to be addressed include: scheduling, ensuring continuity between provider 
and patient, and developing faculty and support staff expertise in a traditionally male environment. Four breakout groups will 
share ideas from home institutions. Discussion will be facilitated by WH residency educators with successful programs who will 
seek to identify ways to overcome barriers and successful implementation strategies for participants to take back to their own 
institutions. Further sharing and discussion in the larger group will be aimed at identifying opportunities for collaboration and 
consultation between programs with similar structures and challenges. 

Additional Faculty: 
Brad Doebbeling, MD, MSc, Indianapolis VA Medical Center

Morris Weinberg, PhD, Durham VA Medical Center

Jeff	Whittle,	MD,	MPH, Milwaukee VA Medical Center

Additional Faculty: 
Barbara K. Chang, MD, MA, Director of Program Evaluation,  
Office of Academic Affiliations, VA Central Office 

Seth Eisen, MD, MSc, Director, VA Health Services Research  
and Development Service

Session Coordinator: Melissa A. McNeil, MD, MPH
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Professor of Medicine and 
Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Science, University 
of Pittsburgh

Additional Faculty:
Rebecca Brienza, MD, West Haven VA Medical Center

Sally Haskell, MD, Yale University School of Medicine

Samina Iqbal, MD, VA Palo Alto Healthcare System

Laure Veet, Director of Education in Women Veterans 
Strategic Healthcare Group, Department of Veterans Affairs


