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Poll #1: Your role as a data user 

What is your role in research and/or quality improvement? 

• Investigator, PI, Co-I 

• Data manager, analyst, or programmer 

• Project coordinator 

• Other – please describe via the Q&A function 
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• One year or  less 

• More  than 1, less than 3 years 

• At least 3, less than 7 years 

• At least 7, less than 10 years 

• 10 years  or  more 

Poll #2: Your experience with VA data 

How many years of experience do you have working with 

VA data? 
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Today’s  objective 

The purpose of this cyberseminar is to 

provide an overview of request procedures for 

access to VHA data 
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Find data to 
answer your  

question 

Determine 
your 

project’s 
VHA data 

access 
category 

Identify 
data access 

request 
process for 
data source 

Receive 
access to 
your data! 

Pathway to data access 



6 

Finding your data 
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https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3531 

https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3531
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End of MedSAS Outpatient Data Production on 
Mainframe 

MedSAS Outpatient data for FY 1997 though 
2015 have been removed from the mainframe. 

No new requests for access to AITC mainframe 
data will be accepted. 

Existing AITC mainframe users may continue to use 
the datasets they have been approved for. 

NEWS: AITC Mainframe Data Availability and 

Access Changes 
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ADUSH Enrollment Files 

BIRLS Death Data 

MedSAS 

Vital Status Files 

VetsNet 

Research 

Request same data on 
CDW as SQL tables via 

DART 

Operations 

Request same data on 
SAS GRID in SAS via 

NDS…ePAS form 

NEWS: Where to access data formerly on 

AITC mainframe 
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VHA Data 
Access 

Category 

Identifying 
data access 

request 
process for 
data source 

Receiving 
access to 
your data! 

Today’s agenda - what I’ll cover… 
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Determine your project’s VHA  
data access category 
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Research vs Operations Decision 

Tool 
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Identify 
data access 

request process 
for data source 

Receive access 
to your data! 

Next … 
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• DART Research Request process Example 1 

• DART Prep to Research Request 
Process Example 2 

• NDS Healthcare Operations 
Request Process Example 3 
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Managing research data access 11-2-2018 
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VINCI Cyberseminar on DART: 
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_arc 

hive.cfm?SessionID=2308 

https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=2308
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VINCI Data 
Manager (DM) 

assigned to project 

Email welcome 
letter & invitation 

to join project 
correspondence 

site 

Includes directions 
for requestor on 

cohort submission 
or definition 

Receiving NDS-Managed Research Study Data 

After DARTApproval - VINCI Data Manager 
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Creates a study 
database in the 

project 
workspace with 

permissions 

Extracts the 
study cohort 

Provisions 
DART- approved 

data via SQL 
data views to the 
study database 

Notify study that 
data is available 

via 
correspondence 

site 

Receiving NDS-Managed Research Study Data 

After DARTApproval - VINCI Data Manager 
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Access cohort 
tables and 

SQL views of 
fact tables & 
verify data 

Transform 
data to SAS, 

or other 
analytic tools 

Prepare & 
analyze the 

data! 

Receiving NDS-Managed Research Study Data 

After DARTApproval – Study Staff 
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• DART Research Request process Example 1 

• DART Prep to Research Request 
Process Example 2 

• NDS Healthcare Operations 
Request Process Example 3 
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VINCI Data 
Manager (DM) 

assigned to project 

Email welcome 
letter & invitation 

to join project 
correspondence 

site 

Includes directions 
for requestor on 

cohort submission 
or definition 

Receiving NDS-Managed Prep to Research 

Data After DARTApproval - VINCI Data Manager 
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Creates a study 
database in the 

project 
workspace with 

permissions 

Extracts the 
study cohort if 

one is requested 
by project 

Provisions 
DART- approved 

data via SQL 
data views to the 
study database 

Notify study that 
data is available 

via 
correspondence 

site 

Receiving NDS-Managed Prep to Research 

Data After DARTApproval - VINCI Data Manager 
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- Or -

If project does 
not have a 

cohort defined 

Data Manager 
provides 

temporary direct 
access to copy 

of CDW 

Notifies project 
that data 

access has 
been provided 

Receiving NDS-Managed Prep to Research 

Data Access After DARTApproval - VINCI Data 

Manager 
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Access cohort 
tables and 

SQL views of 
fact tables & 
verify data 

Transform 
data to SAS, 

or other 
analytic tools 

Conduct 
feasible 

testing on 
VINCI 

Receiving NDS-Managed Prep to Research 

Data After DARTApproval - Study Staff 
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• DART Research Request process Example 1 

• DART Prep to Research Request 
Process Example 2 

• NDS Healthcare Operations 
Request Process Example 3 



41



42

1 



     

43 

Which data sources can I request? 
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Receives 
email from 
CDW with 

access 
directions for 
direct access 

Reads CDW 
Introduction 
and Policies 

guide 

Runs SQL Prepares & 
queries to 

explore data 
analyzes 

data! 

Receiving Access to NDS- Managed data after 

ePAS Approval - Data User 
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Other data steward 
managed data access 

Next … 
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National Prosthetics 
Patient Database (NPPD) 

Patient Care Services (PCS) 

Julie Strickland 

PCS Data Use Agreement DUA Links: 

http://vaww.infoshare.va.gov/sites/OSPM/default.aspx 

Other data stewards: PCS 

http://vaww.infoshare.va.gov/sites/OSPM/default.aspx
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Pharmacy Benefits 
Management (PBM) Data 

PBM Services 

PBM Data Access Request Form: 

https://vaww.cmopnational.va.gov/cmop/PBM/Pages/PBM-
Strategic-Health-Care-Group-Research-Data-Request.aspx 

Other data stewards: PBM 

https://vaww.cmopnational.va.gov/cmop/PBM/Pages/PBM-Strategic-Health-Care-Group-Research-Data-Request.aspx


    

    

51 

Suicide Data Repository 
(SDR) 

Office of Suicide Prevention 
(OSP) 

Email to Submit SDR Data Requests: 

VHACANSDRDataRequests@va.gov. 

Data from non-VA sources 

available from other data stewards 

mailto:VHACANSDRDataRequests@va.gov
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VA/CMS data for 
Operations 

Medicare & Medicaid Analysis 
Center (MAC) 

MAC: Instructions for Requesting Data 

http://vaww.va.gov/medicareanalysis/ 

Data from non-VA sources 

available from other data stewards 

http://vaww.va.gov/medicareanalysis/
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VA/CMS Data for 

Research 

VIReC 

VIReC website link to data request 
instructions 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/VACMS/Req 
uests/Standard.htm 

Data from non-VA sources 

available from other data stewards 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/VACMS/Requests/Standard.htm
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HelpDesk HSRData Listserv 

VIReC options for specific questions 

• Community knowledge 

sharing 

• ~1,200 VA data users 

• Researchers, operations, 

data stewards, managers 

• Subscribe by visiting 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/H 

SRData-L.htm (VA Intranet) 

• Individualized support 

virec@va.gov 

(708) 202-2413 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm
mailto:virec@va.gov
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Quick Guide: Resources for Using VA Data 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf (VA Intranet) 

VIReC: http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm (VA Intranet) 

VIReC Cyberseminars: http://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp 

VHA Data Portal: http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx (VA Intranet) 

VINCI: http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/ (VA Intranet) 

Health Economics Resource Center (HERC): http://vaww.herc.research.va.gov (VA Intranet) 

CDW: https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/Pages/CDWHome.aspx (VA Intranet) 

Archived cyberseminar: What can the HSR&D Resource Centers do for you? 
http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=101 Q
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http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
http://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/
https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/Pages/CDWHome.aspx
http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=101
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Data access related links 
▪ Documentation of Non-Research Activities For Intramural and Extramural 

Presentations 
ORO/Docs/Guidance/VHA1058_05_Documentation_Format_Presentations_04_16_2018.docx 

▪ Documentation of Non-Research Activities For Intramural and Extramural 
Publications 

/ORO/Docs/Guidance/VHA1058_05_Documentation_Format_Publications_04_16_2018.docx 

▪ PCS Data Use Agreement DUA Links: 
http://vaww.infoshare.va.gov/sites/OSPM/default.aspx 

▪ PBM Data Access Request Form: 
https://vaww.cmopnational.va.gov/cmop/PBM/Pages/PBM-Strategic-Health-Care-Group-
Research-Data-Request.aspx 

▪ Email to Submit SDR Data Requests: 
VHACANSDRDataRequests@va.gov. 

▪ MAC: Instructions for Requesting Operations VA/CMS Data 
http://vaww.va.gov/medicareanalysis/ 

▪ VIReC website link to research VA/CMS data request instructions 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/VACMS/Requests/Standard.htm 

https://www.va.gov/ORO/Docs/Guidance/VHA1058_05_Documentation_Format_Presentations_04_16_2018.docx
https://www.va.gov/ORO/Docs/Guidance/VHA1058_05_Documentation_Format_Publications_04_16_2018.docx
http://vaww.infoshare.va.gov/sites/OSPM/default.aspx
https://vaww.cmopnational.va.gov/cmop/PBM/Pages/PBM-Strategic-Health-Care-Group-Research-Data-Request.aspx
mailto:VHACANSDRDataRequests@va.gov
http://vaww.va.gov/medicareanalysis/
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/VACMS/Requests/Standard.htm
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Questions? 
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Contact information 

• Linda Kok, MA 

• Data Policy & Access Liaison 

• VA Information Resource Center 

• Hines VA Hospital 

• virec@va.gov 

• 708-202-2413 

mailto:virec@va.gov
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Bonus Slides 
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NDS Standard Requirements: Operations 

• Online application 

• Supervisor approval 

• ISO approval 
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NDS Standard Requirements: Research 

• Project documents and approvals 

• Research Study Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval letter(s) 

• Research and Development Committee approval letter(s) 

• Research study protocol 

• Where required by IRB or ORD 

• Sample Informed Consent or Waiver of Informed Consent 

• IRB Approved HIPAA Authorization or Waiver of HIPAA Authorization 

• Real SSN Access Request Form 
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NDS Standard Requirements: Preparatory to 

Research 

• Information 

• The proposed topic/ protocol name 

• Data access timeframe 

• Brief summary of the study objectives 

• Explanation of the intended use of the data to prepare the proposal: 

• Affirmations 

• Requesting access only to develop a research proposal/protocol 

• Only aggregate data will be recorded and only used for background 
information; 

• Individually identifiable information will not be recorded (retained); 

• Data reviewed will not be used for contacting or recruiting subjects; 

• Data will not be reused for any other purpose 
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Operations: QI, PE data request : Ex. NDS ePAS 
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QI & PE & Research: Patient Care Services Process 

• Requirements include: 

• Data Transfer Agreement (DTA) 

• Brief description of the study 

• List of variables and fields needed & justification 

• PCS Data Security Checklist 

• Data request forms and data dictionaries are available on the 

PCS SharePoint site – different DTA forms for each category 

http://vaww.infoshare.va.gov/sites/OSPM/default.aspx 

Point of contact for DUA requests: Julie Strickland 

Questions: VHA10P4PCSDR@VA.GOV 

November 7, 2018 

http://vaww.infoshare.va.gov/sites/OSPM/default.aspx
mailto:julie.strickland@va.gov
mailto:VHA10P4PCSDR@VA.GOV
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Research: PBM Data Request 

Provides custom data extracts for research 



  

November 7, 2018
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Operations: MAC VA/CMS process 

• http://vaww.va.gov/medicareanalysis/ 

http://vaww.va.gov/medicareanalysis/


     

 • Project Information and Authorization Form

• Data Security Compliance Form

• VA/CMS Rules of Behavior (ROB) Agreement

• Data Description Form

November 7, 2018
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Research: VIReC VA/CMS standard forms - email 
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DART Screens 

November 5, 2018 
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Data access request process(s) 
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Receiving/accessing your approved data 

Direct access to full datasets or domains 

Operations access to domains needed 

Access on AITC mainframe 

Receive data views or extracts of study cohort data 

Defining and refining your cohort 

Selecting records that match your final cohort 

VINCI Workspace 

CDW transfer server – for you to pull into your local server 
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VIReC:  The  Researcher’s  Guide  to  VA  Data 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Maria Souden, MSI, PhD 

Acting Director, VA Information Resource Center 




