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Today’s Topics 

• Introduction 

• Commonly used pharmacy data sources 

• In-depth example of pharmacy research using VA data 

• Resources 

01/2019 
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Poll #1: Your role as a data user 

What is your role in the VA? 

• Investigator, PI, Co-I 

• Data manager, analyst, or programmer 

• Project coordinator 

• Other – please describe via the Q&A function 

01/2019 



  

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this cyberseminar, attendees will: 
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• Understand basic content and organization of key VA pharmacy data 

• Appreciate the value of non-VA data sources to measure pharmacy use 

• Know where to find resources about VA pharmacy data 

01/2019 
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Today’s Topics 

• Introduction 

• Commonly used pharmacy data sources 

• In-depth example of pharmacy research using VA data 

• Resources 

01/2019 
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Pharmacy 
Benefits 

Management 

(PBM) 

MCA National 
Data Extracts 

(MCA NDE) 

Corporate Data 
Warehouse 

(CDW) 

Medicare & 
Medicaid 

(CMS) 

Non-VA Data: 

Medications Provided by or Paid for by the VHA 

Observational 
Medical Outcomes 

Partnership 

(OMOP) 

01/2019 

Commonly Used VA Pharmacy Data Sources 
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Poll #2: Your Use of VA Pharmacy Datasets 

Which sources of pharmacy data have you 

used in the past or plan to use in the future? 

(select all that apply) 

• CDW Pharmacy Data 

• OMOP Pharmacy Data 

• MCA NDE Pharmacy Data 

• PBM Pharmacy Data 

• Medicare Part D Slim File 

• None 

01/2019 



   

 

  
 

 

8 

Data Feeds 

from >130 

local VistA 

systems 

Corporate Data 
Warehouse 

(CDW) 

Regional Data 

Warehouses 

01/2019 

Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW) 
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Example Variables – CDW 

Variable Meaning Example data 

LocalDrugNameWithDoseVA Product HYDROCHLOROTHIAZIDE 

25MG TAB 

NationalFormularyName Generic name HYDROCHLOROTHIAZIDE 

TAB 

DaysSupply Days of supply 90 

Qty Total quantity 90 

Sig Patient Instructions TAKE ONE TABLET BY 

MOUTH EVERY DAY FOR 

BLOOD PRESSURE 

DispenseUnits Units to take each time 1 

DoseOrdered Dosage amount 25 

Unit Dosage units MG 

MedRoute Medication route ORAL 

Schedule Schedule of when to QDAY 

take 
CMOPTransmitFlag CMOP indicator Y 01/2019 
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http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm 
(VA Intranet) 

01/2019 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm
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Corporate Data 
Warehouse 

(CDW) 

Observational 
Medical Outcomes 

Partnership 

(OMOP) 

VINCI’s OMOP 
Transformation & 

Cleaning Process 

01/2019 

Observational Medical Outcomes Partnership (OMOP) 
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Example Variables – OMOP 

Variable Meaning Example data 

LocalDrugNameWithDoseVA Product HYDROCHLOROTHIAZIDE 

25MG TAB 

CONCEPT_NAME Standardized Hydrochlorothiazide 25 MG 

medication name Oral Tablet 

REFILLS Number of refills 3 

available 

QUANTITY Total quantity 90 

DAYS_SUPPLY Days of supply 90 

01/2019 
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https://www.vapulse.net/groups/vinci-omop-users-group 
(Login required; Accounts granted to all VA users upon request.) 

01/2019 

https://www.vapulse.net/groups/vinci-omop-users-group


     

  

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

> 130 VistA

Systems 
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MCA National 
Data Extracts 

(MCA NDE) 

VHA MCA Site Teams 

process & audit data to 

ensure accuracy 

MCA Program 

Office’s Decision 

Support System 

(DSS) databases 

Data Feeds 

from 

multiple 

sources 

across the 

VA 

Other MCA 

Reports 

01/2019 

MCA National Data Extracts (MCA NDE) 
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Example Variables – MCA NDE 
Variable Meaning Example data 

drugdesc VA Product HYDROCHLOROTHIAZIDE 25MG 

va_class VA Class CV701 

day_supply Day of Supply 30 

quantity Total quantity 30 

act_cost Variable & Fixed Product Cost 0.521124 

drug price, supplies, & overhead 

dispcost Dispensing fee 24.158500 

labor cost to process the fill 

svc_dte Release date 2015-09-30 

fdrkey VA Product Code & 02068000172208380 

National Drug Code 

cmop CMOP indicator NULL 

Total Cost to provide the medication to the patient = act_cost + dispcost 

01/2019 



   

  

 

  

 

 

Resources for MCA NDEs 

VIReC MCA NDEs Documentation 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/MedSAS/Documentation.htm 
(VA Intranet) 

MCAO National Data Extracts & Reporting Information 
http://vaww.dss.med.va.gov/nationalrptg/nr_extracts.asp 
(VA Intranet) 

Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) 
http://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/include/page.asp?id=managerial-cost-accounting 
(VA Intranet) 

01/2019 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/MedSAS/Documentation.htm
http://vaww.dss.med.va.gov/nationalrptg/nr_extracts.asp
http://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/include/page.asp?id=managerial-cost-accounting
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Data Feeds 

from >130 

local VistA 

systems 

Pharmacy 
Benefits 

Management 

(PBM) 

Pharmacy Benefits Management (PBM) 

01/2019 
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Variable Meaning Example data 

Example Variables: VA Outpatient PBM File      

 

   

 

  

 

 

Va_product VA Product DICLOFENAC NA 50MG TAB,EC 

Va_class VA Class MS102 NONSALICYLATE 

NSAIs,ANTIRHEUMATIC 

generic Generic name DICLOFENAC 

Sig Directions of use TAKE 1 50 MG TABLET ORAL 

BID TO RELIEVE PAIN 

Dsp_unt Dispensing Unit TAB 

Day_supply Day of Supply 21 

Tl_qty Total quantity 42 

Price_dsp Price per Dispensing Unit 0.151 

Tl_cost Drug Price for quantity dispensed 6.342 

rel_date Release date 1/1/2015 

NDC National Drug Code 00228-2550-11 

CMOP_IND CMOP indicator Y 01/2019 
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http://www.pbm.va.gov/PBM/NationalFormulary.asp 
(VA Intranet) 01/2019 

http://www.pbm.va.gov/PBM/NationalFormulary.asp
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Uses of VA Pharmacy Data in Research 

Trends in Medication Use 

Cohort Identification 

Utilization & Quality 

01/2019 



    

CDW OMOP  MCA NDE PBM 

Ordering 

Provider 

Type 

Patient 

Identifier 
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VHA Pharmacy Data Source Comparison 

01/2019 
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VHA Pharmacy Data Source Comparison 

CDW OMOP MCA NDE PBM 

Generic 

Drug Name 

Days Supply 

National 

Drug Code 

(NDC) 

Directions for 

Use (SIG) 
Link to CDW 

Total Cost to 

Provide Drug 

to Patient 

01/2019 
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Medications Provided by or Paid for by the VHA: 

Which data source is best? 

CDW OMOP MCA NDE PBM 

Medication 

Administration 

Time 
Link to CDW 

Directions for 

Use (SIG) 
Link to CDW 

Total Cost to 

Provide Drug 

to Patient 

01/2019 
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VHA Pharmacy Data Source Comparison 

CDW OMOP MCA NDE PBM 

Medication 

Dispensed 
Link to CDW 

Medication 

Returned 
Link to CDW 

Administration 

Schedule 
Link to CDW 

Medication 

Administered 
Link to CDW 

01/2019 
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VHA Pharmacy Data Source Comparison 

CDW OMOP MCA NDE PBM 

Consolidated 

Mail Out 

Pharmacy 

(CMOP) flag 

Link to CDW 

Inpatient or 

Outpatient 

Care Setting 

Location 

where 

patient was 

served 

(station) 

01/2019 
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VHA Pharmacy Data Source Comparison 

CDW OMOP MCA NDE PBM 

Not directly! 

01/2019 
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VHA sends 

annual list of 

known Veterans 

to CMS 

CMS sends 

Identifiable Data 

Files to VIReC 

for given 

calendar year 

Medicare & 
Medicaid 

(CMS) 

Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) 

VIReC distributes 

CMS data to VA 

researchers 

01/2019 
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Medicare Part D 

• Medicare Part D Slim File key variables include: 

Variable Name Meaning Example data 

SRVC_DT Service date 3-Jul-07 

PROD_SRVC_ID National Drug Code (NDC) 00071015623 

QTY_DSPNSD_NUM Quantity dispensed 30 

DAYS_SUPLY_NUM Days Supply 30 

PTNT_PAY_AMT Patient Payment 29 

TOT_RX_CST_AMT Gross drug Cost 111.11 

BN Brand Name LIPITOR 

GCDF (dosage form) Dosage form TA 

STR Drug Strength 20MG 

GNN Generic Name ATORVASTATIN CALCIUM 

01/2019 
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http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/VACMS/Medicare/PartDSlimFile.htm 
(VA Intranet) 01/2019 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/VACMS/Medicare/PartDSlimFile.htm
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Today’s Topics 

• Introduction 

• Commonly used pharmacy data sources 

• In-depth example of pharmacy research using VA data 

• Resources 

01/2019 
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01/2019 

How has VA Pharmacy Data been used in Research? 

Trends in Medication Use 

• Which medications are being used to treat a given condition? 

• How has use changed over time? 

• Impact of policy change? 

Utilization and Quality 

• How does VA perform on process-based quality measures related 

to medication management? 

• Are medications being prescribed appropriately? 

• What is the adherence to therapy for a given medication? 

Cohort Identification 

• Which patients are taking a given medication? 

Drug Safety and Outcomes 
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Objective: To assess the 

association between dual use 

of VA and Medicare drug 

benefits and receipt of 

overlapping opioid and 

benzodiazepine prescriptions 

01/2019 
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• PBM benzodiazepine 

Part D benzodiazepine • 

• Identify medications similarly in  PBM and Part D 

How Was Pharmacy Data Used? 

• Cohort construction: Opioid recipients dually enrolled in 

both VA and Medicare 

• PBM opioid 

• Part D opioid 

• Overlapping benzodiazepines 

01/2019 
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Step 1: Identify Opioid Recipients in PBM and Part D 

• PBM: use VA generic names 

• Part D: use Part D generic names and NDC codes from 

Medispan 

01/2019 
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Step 2: Create C 

and Part D (Ma 

• Match Part D data t 

codes (95.2%) 

• Use VA 

• Perform 
• 

• Calcula 

• Do drug 

• Identify no 

D fi i i 

Benefits of common 

of All Drugs in PBM 

to VA Formulary) 

Drug File using NDC 

comorbidity adjustment 

equivalents 

01/2019 

https://www.pbm.va.gov/PBM/NationalFormulary.asp
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Step 3: Identify Opioids in PBM and Part D 

• Search the PBM generic field for strings containing the 

following names: 

1. Alfentanil 15. Morphine 

2. Alphaprodine 16. Nalbuphine 

3. Buprenorphine 17. Opium 

4. Butorphanol 18. Oxycodone 

5. Codeine 19. Oxymorphone 

6. Dezocine 20. Pentazocine 

7. Dihydrocodeine 21. Propoxyphene 

8. Fentanyl 22. Remifentanil 

9. Hydrocodone 23. Sufentanil 

10. Hydromorphone 24. Tapentadol 

11. Levomethadyl 25. Tramadol 

12. Levorphanol 26. Paregoric 

13. Meperidine 27. Opioid 

14. Methadone 

01/2019 
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VA PRODUCT VA GENERIC VA PRODUCT VA GENERIC 

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 300MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 10MG TAB OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 10MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 400MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 10MG TAB,SA,UD OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 650MG ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 15MG TAB OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 2.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 15MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 2.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 400 ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 20MG TAB OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 300MG TA ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 20MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG CAP ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 20MG TAB,SA,UD OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE B OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE B,SA OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE B,SA OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE B,SA,UD OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE P OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE B OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE B,UD OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE SOLN,ORAL OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 7.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 400MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 60MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 7.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 500MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 7.5MG TAB OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 4.5MG/OXYCODONE TEREPH 0.38MG/ASA 325MG TAB ASPIRIN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 80MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE 

OXYCODONE HCL 4.8355MG/ASPIRIN 325M ASPIRIN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/IBUPROFEN 400MG TAB OXYCODONE/IBUPROFEN 

OXYCODONE CONCENTRATED 20MG/ML ORAL,SOLN OXYCODONE 

NDC VA_PRODUCT 

24090068371 OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 300MG TAB 

24090068379 OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 300MG TAB 

24090068385 OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 300MG TAB 

01/2019 

Identify Opioids in PBM 

All prescriptions containing oxycodone 

   

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

   

  

  

  

  

    

   

  

  

    

   

  

   

   

   

TAB

TAB

MG TAB

B

HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 30MG TA

HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG/5ML SOLN,ORAL ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 30MG TA

HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 400MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 40MG TA

HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 500MG CAP ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 40MG TA

HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 500MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 5MG CA

HCL 7.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 300MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 5MG TA

HCL 7.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 5MG TA

HCL 7.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB,SA ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/5ML



  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 400MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 2.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG CAP 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 500MG CAP 

OXYCODONE HCL 7.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 300MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 7.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 500MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 4.8355MG/ASPIRIN 325MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 15MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG TAB,SA 

OXYCODONE HCL 20MG TAB,SA 

OXYCODONE HCL 30MG TAB,SA 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/5ML SOLN,ORAL 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/IBUPROFEN 400MG TAB 

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 189684 

ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 16 

OXYCODONE HCL 10MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 650MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 15407 

ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 813 

ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 85635 

ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 218519 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG/5ML SOLN,ORAL ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 1061 

ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 3986 

ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 2 

OXYCODONE HCL 7.5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 53465 

ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN NDC 8169 

ASPIRIN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ASPIRIN NDC 1076 

OXYCODONE HCL 4.5MG/OXYCODONE TEREPH 0.38MG/ASA 325MG TAB ASPIRIN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/OXYCODON TER/ASA NDC 3 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG TAB OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL GNN_GCDF 7 

OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL GNN_GCDF_STR 2025 

OXYCODONE HCL 30MG TAB OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL GNN_GCDF_STR 2065 

OXYCODONE CONCENTRATED 20MG/ML ORAL,SOLN OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 1603 

OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 50117 

OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 24778 

OXYCODONE HCL 15MG TAB OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 67013 

OXYCODONE HCL 15MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 4629 

OXYCODONE HCL 20MG TAB OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 9790 

OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 28171 

OXYCODONE HCL 20MG TAB,SA,UD OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 131 

OXYCODONE HCL 30MG TAB OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 83105 

OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 11566 

OXYCODONE HCL 40MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 22413 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG CAP OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 2887 

OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 127061 

OXYCODONE HCL 5MG TAB,UD OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 1273 

OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 1575 

OXYCODONE HCL 60MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL NDC 9145 

OXYCODONE HCL 80MG TAB,SA OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL 18350 NDC 01/2019 
OXYCODONE/IBUPROFEN IBUPROFEN/OXYCODONE HCL NDC 37 
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OXYCODONE HCL 5MG/ACETAMINOPHEN 325MG TAB 

Identify Opioids in Part D 

Part D data matched to VA Formulary: 
VA_PRODUCT GENERIC GNN (Generic Name) Match Method Count 

GNN_GCDF 5 ACETAMINOPHEN/OXYCODONE OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN 



39 

Cohort 

01/2019 
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Identify Benzodiazepines in PBM and Part D 

• Search the VA generic field for strings containing the 

following names: 

1. Alprazolam 

2. Chlordiazepoxide 

3. Clobazam 

4. Clonazepam 

5. Clorazepate 

6. Diazepam 

7. Estazolam 

8. Flurazepam 

9. Halazepam 

10. Lorazepam 

11. Midazolam 

12. Oxazepam 

13. Prazepam 

14. Quazepam 

15. Temazepam 

16. Triazolam 

17. Benzodiazepines 

01/2019 
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• How to define overlap with PBM and Part D data 

Outcome: Dual use and Opioid/Benzodiazepine Overlap 

01/2019 
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Outcome: Dual use and Opioid/Benzodiazepine Overlap 

01/2019 
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Today’s Topics 

• Introduction 

• Commonly used pharmacy data sources 

• In-depth example of pharmacy research using VA data 

• Resources 

01/2019 
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http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Pharmacy/Overview.htm 
(VA Intranet) 01/2019 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Pharmacy/Overview.htm
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VIReC Research User Guide: VHA Pharmacy Prescription Data 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/RUGs/Pharmacy/RUG-Pharmacy-2nd-Ed-CY08-RA.pdf 
(VA Intranet) 

VIReC Factbook: CDW Pharmacy Patient 1.0 Domain 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Factbook/FB-CDW-Pharmacy-Patient-Domain.pdf 
(VA Intranet) 

VIReC Factbook:  CDW Non-VA Meds 1.0 Domain 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Factbook/FB-CDW-Non-VA-Meds-Domain.pdf 
(VA Intranet) 

01/2019 

VIReC Pharmacy Data Resources 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/RUGs/Pharmacy/RUG-Pharmacy-2nd-Ed-CY08-RA.pdf
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Factbook/FB-CDW-Pharmacy-Patient-Domain.pdf
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Factbook/FB-CDW-Non-VA-Meds-Domain.pdf
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Data Sources 

01/2019 

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx 
VHA Data Portal (VA Intranet) 

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
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How do I request access to the data? 

• Visit the VHA Data portal and click on the “Data Access” 

tab to learn more about the process 

• http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataAccess/ResearchAcces 

s.aspx (Intranet only) 

• Watch the archived presentation by Linda Kok on 

“Requesting Access to VA Data” 

• https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/ 

archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3540 (Intranet only) 

01/2019 

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataAccess/ResearchAccess.aspx
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3540
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HelpDesk HSRData Listserv 

VIReC Options for Specific Questions 

• Community knowledge • Individualized support 

sharing 

• ~1,400 VA data users 
virec@va.gov 

• Researchers, operations, 

data stewards, managers (708) 202-2413 

• Subscribe by visiting 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/H 

SRData-L.htm (VA Intranet) 

01/2019 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm
mailto:virec@va.gov
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01/2019 

Contact information 

Walid Gellad, MD, MPH 

CHERP Core Investigator 

Staff Physician, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System 

Associate Professor, University of Pittsburgh 

Walid.Gellad@va.gov 

Bonnie Paris, PhD 

Data Knowledge Analyst, VIReC 

Bonnie.Paris@va.gov 

VA Information Resource Center 

Hines VA Hospital 

virec@va.gov 

708-202-2413 

mailto:Walid.Gellad@va.gov
mailto:Bonnie.Paris@va.gov
mailto:virec@va.gov
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Ascertaining  Veterans’  Vital  Status:  Data  Sources  for  
Mortality  Ascertainment  and  Cause  of  Death  

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Charles Maynard, PhD 

Denver Seattle Center of Innovation 




