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Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Informational seminars to help VA researchers 

access and use VA databases. 

Topics 

• VA data sources & data access systems 

• Application of VA data to research and quality 

improvement questions 

• Limitations of secondary data use 

• Resources to support VA data use 

12/2018 
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ves/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3540 

Date Topic 

10/1/2018 
Overview of VA Data & Research Uses 

https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archi 

ves/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3531 

11/5/2018 
Requesting Access to VA Data 

https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archi 

12/3/2018 Meet VIReC 

1/7/2019 VA Pharmacy Data 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4736875706778090754 

2/4/2029 Mortality Ascertainment & Cause of Death 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1080818125004410370 

3/4/2019 VA Medicare Data (VA/CMS) 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2611881469612799746 

4/1/2019 Race & Ethnicity Data 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6380758840001084674 

Visit HSR&D’s 
VIReC Cyberseminar 

Archive to watch previous 

sessions: 
https://www.hsrd.research.va. 

gov/cyberseminars/catalog-

archive-virec.cfm 

Visit our Education page 

on the Internet to register 

for an upcoming session: 
www.virec.research.va.gov 

To disseminate your work 

or share suggestions for 

future sessions, email 

Hira Khan, 
hira.khan@va.gov 

FY19 Database & Methods Schedule 
First Monday of the month*  1:00pm-2:00pm ET 

Additional topics TBA for May 2019 and beyond! 

*Schedule shifts by one week in event of VA holiday. 12/2018 

https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3531
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3540
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4736875706778090754
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1080818125004410370
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2611881469612799746
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6380758840001084674
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-archive-virec.cfm
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/
mailto:hira.khan@va.gov?subject=FY18 Partnered Research Cyberseminars
mailto:hira.khan@va.gov
www.virec.research.va.gov
https://www.hsrd.research.va


  

Session  3  - Meet VIReC: The Researcher’s 

Guide to VA Data 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 



       

     

.

12/2018

5 

Today’s objective 

Provide an overview of VIReC, our products, 

our services, and our Web environments. 
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By the session’s end, you should be able to… 

1. Describe VIReC activities and value to the research & 

quality improvement communities. 

2. Understand key VIReC product types and their use in 

supporting work with VA data. 

3. Navigate VIReC’s web environments and locate 

VIReC resources online. 

4. Know where to go for additional questions and 

customer service. 

12/2018 
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Poll #1: Your role as a data user 

• What is your role in research and/or quality improvement? 

• Investigator, PI, Co-I 

• Data manager, analyst, or programmer 

• Project coordinator 

• Other – please describe via the Q&A function 

12/2018 
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Poll #2: Your experience with VA data 

How many years of experience do you have working with 

VA data? 

• One year or less 

• More than 1, less than 3 years 

• At least 3, less than 7 years 

• At least 7, less than 10 years 

• 10 years or more 

12/2018 
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Session roadmap for Meet VIReC 

• Who are we & what do we do? 

• Staff & mission 

• Relationship to VINCI 

• Areas of activity 

• Improving the data environment 

• Special projects 

• Data knowledge & dissemination 

• VIReC products & websites (tour) 

• Where to go for more help 
10/2018 
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Who is VIReC? Core Staff 

Name Key Areas 

Chandrea Culbreath, MPH, BSN 

Customer Svc Lead 

Dissem, QUERI, Clinical 

Data, Informatics 

Kristin de Groot, MPH 

VA/CMS Technical Dir 

Data Services, Data 

Translation, OMOP 

Margaret Gonsoulin, PhD 

Associate Director 

Goal 1 Lead, Ops, CDW, 

Methods, QUERI, EHRM 

Meghan Grum, MS 

Coordinator 

Admin, VA/CMS Requests, 

Travel 

Dolores Ippolito 

Coordinator 

VA/CMS Requests, Real 

SSN, Admin, IRB 

Lindsey Jones, MPH 

Analyst 
Data Translation, CDW 

Melissa Joyce, MPH 

Administrative Officer 

Ops, Admin, QUERI, 

VA/CMS Policy, Records 

Donghui Kan, MS 

Analyst 

VA/CMS Repository & Data 

Services 

Hira Khan, MPH 

Education Lead 

Dissem, Forums, Web, Info 

Design, Admin 

Name Key Areas 

Linda Kok, MA Goal 3 Lead, Real SSN, 

Data Policy & Access Data Systems & Sharing 

Bonnie Paris, PhD 

VA REDCap Lead 

Forums, Data Translation, 

Pharmacy 

Dharani Ramanathan, MPH 

Analyst 

Data Translation, CDW, 

Data Services, Analysis 

Maria Souden, PhD 

PI/Acting Director 

Goal 2 Lead, Ops, QUERI, 

VA/CMS, Forums PI 

Jenifer Stelmack, MSW 

Dissemination Lead 

Forums Lead, Web, Editing, 

COR 

Amanda Taylor, PhD 

VA/CMS Project Mgr 

VA/CMS Requests & Policy, 

ACE, Data Trans 

Katrine Weismantle, MSW 

Coordinator 
VA/CMS Requests 

Puling Zhang, MA 

Analyst 

VA REDCap, Data 

Translation, Admin 

Qiuying (Lucy) Zhang, MS 

Analyst 

VA/CMS, ACE, Data 

Services, Analysis 

IPAs & Scientific Advisors 

Akanksha Aggarwal 

Peter Addy, PhD 

Cathy Blake, PhD 

Ramon Durazo-Arvizu, PhD 

Forums, Usability, 

Analytics, Data Science 

VA REDCap, Primary Data 

Collection 

Informatics, Data Sci, Info 

Retrieval, Forums 

Statistical Consulting & 

Analysis 

Charlesnika Evans, PhD, MPH 

Joo Ho Lee 

Denise Hynes, PhD, MPH, RN 

Sethi, Shivankit 

Health Services Research, 

Microbiology Data, Epi 

Forums, Analytics, NLP 

Community Care, VA/CMS 

Forums, User Experience 

Design, User Testing 
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Mission 

Activities 

What do we do? 

To advance VA capacity to use data effectively for research and quality improvement 

and to foster communication between data users and the VA healthcare community. 

DEVELOP DISSEMINATE IMPROVE 
data knowledge and methods  data knowledge data access and availability  

Factbooks and User Guides Intranet website Advocate on national  

Summary information  VHA Data Portal   
 committees & workgroups 

Technical documentation  
(collaboration with NDS & VINCI) Real SSN request reviews 

Cyberseminars 
HelpDesk 1:1 consultation  VA/CMS* Data for Research 

(hosted by CIDER)   HSRData Listserv  VA REDCap** 

    

    

 

 

    

   

*VA/CMS = Veteran data from Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

** VA REDCap = VA Research Electronic Data Capture 
12/2018 

Funded by VA Health Service Research & Development (HSR&D) 
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Mission 

Activities 

VIReC Mission and Areas of Activity 

To advance VA capacity to use data effectively for research and quality improvement 

and to foster communication between data users and the VA healthcare community. 

DEVELOP DISSEMINATE IMPROVE 
data knowledge and methods  data knowledge data access and availability  

Factbooks and User Guides Intranet website Advocate on national  

Summary information  VHA Data Portal   
 committees & workgroups 

Technical documentation  
(collaboration with NDS & VINCI) Real SSN request reviews 

Cyberseminars 
HelpDesk 1:1 consultation  VA/CMS* Data for Research 

(hosted by CIDER)   HSRData Listserv  VA REDCap** 

     

    

 

 

    

   

*VA/CMS = Veteran data from Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

** VA REDCap = VA Research Electronic Data Capture 
12/2018 

Funded by VA Health Service Research & Development (HSR&D) 
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What is the relationship 

between VIReC and VINCI? 

12/2018 
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VA Informatics and Computing Infrastructure 

• Secure data environment 

• High-speed processing platform 

• Workspace with data management and 
analytic tools 

• Tool development – NLP, chart review, 
cohort, and PTR 

• VINCI services – data provisioning, 
concierge 

VINCI Central Website 
http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/ (VA Intranet) 

12/2018 

http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
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VIReC & VINCI Commonalities 

Similar Services 

• Information about data 

contents and availability 

• Education and training on 

respective topics 

• Help with specific data use 

issues and problems 

• Data advocacy and 

availability 

Collaborative Projects 

• Specific education and outreach 
initiatives 

• Data Access Request Tracker 
improvements 

• Data centralization 

• National Committees, e.g., 
EHRM 

• Policies for data sharing and re-
use (with ORD) 

• VA/CMS – OMOP data 
transforms 

12/2018 



BISL NDS VINCI VIReC 

Business National Data  VA Informatics VA Information 
Intelligence Systems  & Computing Resource  
Service Line Infrastructure Center 

Data Data   Provisioning & Data Knowledge 
Architects Steward Working with  & Education 

Data Build the data Grants access to Documents CDW 
warehouse that CDW data Creates subsets domains 
organizes data  of CDW data for Appropriate use Creates 

approved projects  Host derived data and oversight  methodological & 
sets on CDW Maintains technical guides 

 Policy and 
servers workspace & tools permissions focus HelpDesk & 

for using data  Update, maintain listserv 
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Complementary roles supporting CDW data use 

12/2018 
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Session roadmap for Meet VIReC 

• Who are we & what do we do? 

• Staff & mission 

• Relationship to VINCI 

• Areas of activity 

• Improving the data environment 

• Special projects 

• Data knowledge & dissemination 

• VIReC products & websites (tour) 

• Where to go for more help 
10/2018 
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Mission 

Activities 

VIReC Mission and Areas of Activity 

To advance VA capacity to use data effectively for research and quality improvement 

and to foster communication between data users and the VA healthcare community. 

DEVELOP DISSEMINATE IMPROVE 
data knowledge and methods  data knowledge data access and availability  

Factbooks and User Guides Intranet website Advocate on national  

Summary information  VHA Data Portal   
 committees & workgroups 

Technical documentation  
(collaboration with NDS & VINCI) Real SSN request reviews 

Cyberseminars 
HelpDesk 1:1 consultation  VA/CMS* Data for Research 

(hosted by CIDER)   HSRData Listserv  VA REDCap** 

     

    

 

 

    

   

*VA/CMS = Veteran data from Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

** VA REDCap = VA Research Electronic Data Capture 
12/2018 

Funded by VA Health Service Research & Development (HSR&D) 



    

 

 

 

 

 

III. Improve the data environment 

We collaborate with 

VA data stewards and 

program offices to 

enhance data 

availability and to 

address issues 

affecting research that 

uses data and 

information systems. 

✓Increase  available 

data 

✓Streamline data 

access 

✓Improve time to “got 

my data” 

✓Support data re-use 

✓Educate on data policy 

12/2018 
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Special projects to enhance data environment 

• VA/CMS Data for Research- repository, provisioning, 

governance 

• OMOP mapping of VA/CMS data 

• Manage and support VA REDCap 

• Review of research requests for data with Real SSNs for 

ORD 

12/2018 
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National committees & workgroups 

• Electronic Health Record 

Modernization, aka Cerner 

transition 

(data availability, access) 

• Data Access Request 

Tracker (DART) workgroup 

(data availability, access, 

timeliness) 

• Capability management and 

governance boards (data 

availability) 

• 1200.12 revisions with Office 

of Research & Development 

(data governance, re-use) 

• Research Data Repositories 

(data governance, re-use) 

• Work with data stewards, 

program offices on behalf of 

research and QI data users 

(data availability, access, 

timeliness, re-use) 

12/2018 
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Goal III Exemplar: VIReC Participation in 

Electronic Health Record Modernization (EHRM) 

Maintaining our Mission in a Shifting Environment 



  

  

 

  

  
  

    

  

 

Cerner’s  Impact  on  Data  Users 

• Data availability & use: TBD which Cerner data will be sent 

back to VA and in what form 
• National reports and datasets may be incomplete once the first 

location goes to Cerner 

• Cerner data will differ in content, organization and 

structure, so data users will need: 
• Documentation of the mapping of VA data to Cerner HealtheIntent 

• Definitions of VA Cerner data domains, tables, columns etc. 

• Information about Cerner’s EHR for chart review purposes 

• End users will likely need new technical skills / computer 

skills, such as: R, Python & SQL (on HP Vertica Analytics Platform) 

23 
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VIReC EHRM Participation 

• Quality, Safety & Value Clinical Council Detail  – Chief Medical 

Office (CMO)  Research Workgroup 

Side – • Reports, Registries, & Research  Data 
Functional 

Collaborative 
Req’ts 

• Regulatory Workgroup 

Technology  

Innovation  

Office (CIO) 

Side – 
Technical 

Req’ts 

• Data Migration & Management Group Detail 

• Data Resources & Analytics Capabilities 

Management Board, Data Subcommittee 

• VA/DoE Enterprise Architecture Workgroup 

• Research & Education Capabilities 

Management Board 



 

  

  

  

Planning  for  the  Future 

VIReC plans to transform this participation into: 

• Advocacy for the needs of research and quality improvement data 

users 

• A strategic plan renewal that lines up with the first Cerner site in 

2020 

• Potential VIReC products that tell the community about: 

• The mapping of VA data to Cerner data models 

• Documentation of the content and meaning of Cerner data 

• Lessons about getting started with R statistical programming 

25 
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Mission 

Activities 

VIReC Mission and Areas of Activity 

To advance VA capacity to use data effectively for research and quality improvement 

and to foster communication between data users and the VA healthcare community. 

DEVELOP DISSEMINATE IMPROVE 
data knowledge and methods  data knowledge data access and availability  

Factbooks and User Guides Intranet website Advocate on national  

Summary information  VHA Data Portal   
 committees & workgroups 

Technical documentation  
(collaboration with NDS & VINCI) Real SSN request reviews 

Cyberseminars 
HelpDesk 1:1 consultation  VA/CMS* Data for Research 

(hosted by CIDER)   HSRData Listserv  VA REDCap** 

     

    

 

 

    

   

*VA/CMS = Veteran data from Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

** VA REDCap = VA Research Electronic Data Capture 
12/2018 

Funded by VA Health Service Research & Development (HSR&D) 



      

   

 

 

I. Develop data knowledge & data methods 

We use the data and 

collaborate with 

experts in the field to 

create a knowledge 

base of factual and 

evaluative information 

about VA data and 

information systems. 

✓Data content and 

structure 

✓Context of collection 

✓How it’s been 

transformed, organized 

✓How to work with it, 

strengths and 

limitations 

12/2018 



    

 

  

 

 

 

 

II. Disseminate & share knowledge 

We disseminate 
information that enables 
researchers to maximize 
the power of VA data and 
information systems and 

facilitate knowledge 
sharing among the data 

user community. 

✓Produce data 
knowledge products 

✓Internet & Intranet 
Websites 

✓VHA Data Portal (cross-
office collaboration) 

✓HelpDesk 1:1 
consultation 

✓HSRData Listserv & 
Forums 

12/2018 
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Session roadmap for Meet VIReC 

• Who are we & what do we do? 

• Staff & mission 

• Relationship to VINCI 

• Areas of activity 

• Improving the data environment 

• Special projects 

• Data knowledge & dissemination 

• VIReC products & websites (tour/screenshots) 

• Where to go for more help 
10/2018 
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VIReC Websites & Products - Screenshots 

(see archived video for Live Tour) 

12/2018 
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vaww.virec.research.va.gov 

12/2018 

www.virec.research.va.gov 

Public-facing 

VIReC overview 

Publications & 
events 

Cyberseminars 

VA network only 

News & new 
resources 

Resources for 
working with data 

VA network only 

Collaborative with 
NDS & VINCI 

Data source & 
access information 

vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov 

http://www.virec.research.va.gov/
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/
http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/
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VIReC overview 

Cyberseminars 

Publications & 
events 

Public-facing 

www.virec.research.va.gov 

12/2018 

http://www.virec.research.va.gov/
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vaww.virec.research.va.gov 

Resources for 
working with data 

Data news 

New VIReC 
products 

VA network only 

12/2018 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/
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http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm 
(VA Intranet) 

12/2018 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm
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12/2018 
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12/2018 
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New to CDW? 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm 

Email virec@va.gov to be notified of new CDW products and seminars. 
12/2018 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm
mailto:virec@va.gov
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http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/MedSAS/Documentation.htm 
(VA Intranet) 12/2018 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/MedSAS/Documentation.htm


3939 

12/2018 
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http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Pharmacy/Overview.htm 
(VA Intranet) 12/2018 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Pharmacy/Overview.htm


 

 

41 

R
e
s
o
u

rc
e
s
 f
o

r 
V

A
/C

M
S

 D
a
ta

 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index-VACMS.htm 
(VA Intranet) 12/2018 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index-VACMS.htm


4242 

12/2018 
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vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov 

Data source & 
access 

information 

Collaborative with 
NDS & VINCI 

VA network only 

12/2018 

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/
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VA Data Portal Index of Available Data Sources 

12/2018 
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Session roadmap for Meet VIReC 

• Who are we & what do we do? 

• Staff & mission 

• Relationship to VINCI 

• Areas of activity 

• Improving the data environment 

• Special projects 

• Data knowledge & dissemination 

• VIReC products & websites (tour/screenshots) 

• Where to go for more help 
10/2018 
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HelpDesk HSRData Listserv 

VIReC options for specific questions 

• Community knowledge • Individualized support 

sharing 

• ~1,400 VA data users 
virec@va.gov 

• Researchers, operations, 

data stewards, managers (708) 202-2413 

• Subscribe by visiting 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/H 

SRData-L.htm (VA Intranet) 

12/2018 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm
mailto:virec@va.gov
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Quick Guide: Resources for Using VA Data 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf (VA Intranet) 

VIReC: http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm (VA Intranet) 

VIReC Cyberseminars: http://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp 

VHA Data Portal: http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx (VA Intranet) 

VINCI: http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/ (VA Intranet) 

Health Economics Resource Center (HERC): http://vaww.herc.research.va.gov (VA Intranet) 

CDW: https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/Pages/CDWHome.aspx (VA Intranet) 

Archived cyberseminar: What can the HSR&D Resource Centers do for you? 
http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=101 Q
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http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
http://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
http://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/
https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/Pages/CDWHome.aspx
http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=101
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Take-away points 

1. VIReC is an HSR&D Resource Center dedicated to 
improving and supporting the use of VA data. 

2. Our main enterprise is the production of knowledge 
about data and how to use it. 

3. That knowledge is disseminated through our products, 
websites, and cyberseminars. 

4. VIReC HelpDesk and the HSRData Forums are 
additional sources for data information and support. 

5. We are dedicated to working collaboratively with other 
Centers, data stewards, program offices, and VACO to 
improve VA’s data ecosystem. 

12/2018 
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12/2018 

Thanks for joining us! 

Maria Souden, MSI, PhD 

Acting Director 

VA Information Resource Center 

Hines VA Hospital 

maria.souden@va.gov 

virec@va.gov 

708-202-2413 

mailto:maria.souden@va.gov
mailto:virec@va.gov


  

VA  Pharmacy  Data 
Bonnie Paris, PhD – VIReC 

Walid Gellad, MD, MPH – CHERP Core Investigator, Pittsburgh VAMC 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Register: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4736875706778090754 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4736875706778090754



