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Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 
Informational seminars to help VA researchers 

access and use VA databases. 
Topics 
▪ VA data sources & data access systems 
▪ Application of VA data to research and quality 
improvement questions 

▪ Limitations of secondary data use 
▪ Resources to support VA data use 
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FY21 Upcoming Sessions 
First Monday of the month  1:00pm-2:00pm ET 

Date Topic 

3/1/21 Joint Longitudinal Viewer (JLV) and Research, 
Pt 1: Getting started 

3/15/21 Joint Longitudinal Viewer (JLV) and Research, 
Part 2: A Deeper Look 

4/5/21 Race and Ethnicity in VA Data 

5/3/21 VA Pharmacy Data 

6/7/21 Ascertaining Veterans’ Vital Status: Data Sources for 
Mortality Ascertainment and Cause of Death 

Visit our Education page 
for more information & 

registration links: 

https://bit.ly/39B1JUo 

Visit HSR&D’s VIReC 
Cyberseminar Archive to 
watch previous sessions: 

https://bit.ly/3dZFJWG 
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Where can I download a copy of the slides? 

SAMPLE EMAIL 
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Provide an overview of VIReC, our products, 
our services, and our Web environments. 

Today’s objective 
. 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

By the session’s end, you should be able to… 
1. Describe VIReC activities and value to the research & quality improvement 

communities. 

2. Understand key VIReC product types and their use in supporting work with 
VA data. 

3. Identify websites and resources supporting VA data use. 

4. Know where to go for additional questions and customer service. 

2/21 
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Poll #1: Your typical role in research and/or quality 
improvement projects 

▪ Investigator, PI, Co-I 

▪ Statistician, data manager, analyst, or programmer 

▪ Project coordinator 

▪ Other – please describe via 
the chat function 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 



   

   

  
  
  

 

    

9 

Poll #2: Your experience working with VA data 

▪ None – I’m brand new to this! 
▪ One year or less 
▪ More than 1, less than 3 years 
▪ At least 3, less than 7 years 
▪ At least 7, less than 10 years 
▪ 10 years or more 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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Poll #3: How familiar are you with VIReC, its 
products, and services? 

▪ Frequent user 
▪ Familiar with, use sometimes 
▪ Aware of, never used 
▪ Not at all familiar 

2/2018 Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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Who are we and what do we do? 
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Our mission is to advance VA capacity to use data effectively for research and quality 
improvement and to foster communication between research data users and 

the VA healthcare community. 
We do this by… 

Developing
Data Knowledge & Methods 

Disseminating 
Data Knowledge 

Enhancing 
Data Access & Availability 

We conduct research and 
collaborate with experts in the 

field to create a knowledge base 
of factual and evaluative 

information about VA data and 
information systems. 

We disseminate information that 
enables researchers to maximize 

the power of VA data and 
information systems and facilitate 

knowledge sharing among the 
data user community. 

We collaborate with VA data 
stewards and program offices to 
enhance data availability and to 
address issues affecting research 
that uses data and information 

systems. 
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Initiatives supporting a continuum of 
research data needs 

VIReC Essential 
Functions and 

Expertise 

Liaison 

Data Access & Availability 

Data Translation & Data Knowledge 

Education & Dissemination 

HelpDesk & Knowledge-Sharing 

Data Stewardship 

Data Collection Software 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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Product & Service Strategy 

HSRData Listserv 
Outreach & HelpDesk 
Web Analytics 
Needs Assessment 
Organizational priorities 

Data Environment 
Target Audience 
Data Source 
Recent Data Updates 

Advocate for research use 

Data Access 
Reduce Barriers 
Increase Knowledge 

Promote information 

VIReC Website(s) 
VHA Data Portal 
National Conferences 
HelpDesk 
HSRData 

Liaison Disseminate 
Knowledge 

Develop 
Products 

Listen to customers and 
stakeholders 

Create documentation and 
knowledge 

Monitor 
Needs 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Poll #4: Which of the following VIReC products & 
services do you use? 

▪ VIReC data, methods, and technical 
documentation 

▪ VIReC website & VHA Data Portal 
▪ VIReC HelpDesk or HSRData Listserv 
▪ Other (please specify in chat box) 
▪ I have not used any VIReC products 

2/21 
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How can I access VIReC resources? 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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www.virec.research.va.gov 

Public-facing 
VIReC overview 
Publications & 
events 
Cyberseminars 

VA network only 
News & new 
resources 
Resources for 
working with data 

vaww.virec.research.va.gov 

VA network only 
Collaborative with 
NDS & VINCI 
Data source & access 
information 

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov 

VIReC Data 
Knowledge Sites 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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VIReC Education & Cyberseminar Series 

Introduction to VA data 
and information 

systems and their use 
in research 

Weekly open question 
and answer time with 

members of the VA 
REDCap support team 

Database & Using Data & Information VA REDCap 
Methods Systems in Partnered Research Education Hour 

Focus on 
implementation, 
evaluation, and 

research-operations 
partnerships 

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp (VA Intranet) 
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VIReC HelpDesk for Individualized Support 
Assists researchers with understanding VA data and information 
systems within the context of their specific projects. 
▪ VIReC subject matter experts respond directly to HD questions 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

▪ Use organizational knowledge and liaison relationships to connect
requestors with the expertise they need 

virec@va.gov 

2/21 
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HSRData Listserv for 
Community Knowledge Sharing 

▪ Members ask and answer specific questions 
about using VA data 

▪ Nearly 1,600 participants 

▪ Multiple perspectives from across the VA data 
ecosystem: PIs, fellows, analysts, data managers, 
statisticians, operations and program staff, data 
stewards, resource center experts, data 
architects 

▪ Shared experience and tacit knowledge about 
historical and nuanced aspects of VA data and 
their application to research questions 

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm 
(VA Intranet only) 
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Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

▪ Quarterly news for users of VA data and 
information systems 

▪ Focus on clinical and administrative data 
resources, VA databases, clinical 
informatics, electronic health record 

▪ Timely topics, spotlight tips, and training 
opportunities 

Links to current and archived issues: 
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/DIB/Overview. 
htm 
(VA Intranet only) 

2/21 
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Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Data Resources in Action 
Where do I go for … ? 

A look at some general use cases 

2/21 
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#1 Learning about available
data 

VHA Data Portal 
Compendium of Data Sources 

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Dat 
aSources/DataSourcesOverview.aspx

(VA Intranet) 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataSources/DataSourcesOverview.aspx


   

  

  #2 Process to request VA data 

VHA Data Portal 
Detailed Access and 

Permissions Processes 
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#3 Contents and structure of data 

VIReC documentation of 
CDW data 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/ 
Documentation.htm 

(VA Intranet) 
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Spotlight 

CDW Factbooks 
provide detailed 
descriptions of 

tables, columns, 
and values in 
select CDW 

domains 
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https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm 

New to 
using 
CDW? 

#3 Technical aspects of working with data 

Email virec@va.gov to be notified of new CDW products and seminars. 
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#4 Conceptual aspects of working with data 

VIReC “Data Topics” Collection 
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Intro/Working-with-VA-
Data.htm 
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#5 Applications of VA data 

Database & Methods Series 

Methods.asp (public internet) 

Database & Methods 

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Cyberseminars/Database-Methods.asp


   

  #6 Methods for working with VA data 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Notebook/Overview.htm 
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lays out 

methodological 
approaches to 

working with CDW 
data 
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Hot off the press to your inbox! 
virec@va.gov to subscribe 

VIReC 
Product 
Spotlight 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 
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#7 Getting ready for the new EHR 

2/21 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Overview-and-Implications.htm 

Research & EHR Synergy 
Cyberseminar Series 

4th Wednesdays, 12 ET 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 
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#8 Requesting Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) Data for Veterans 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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#8 Securely collecting and managing data within the VA firewall 

Learn More: 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/REDCap/ 
Overview.htm 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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Additional Resources 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 



   

 
 

  

  

 

   

 

   

36 
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s Quick Guide: Resources for Using VA Data 
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf (VA Intranet) 

VIReC: https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm (VA Intranet) 

VIReC Cyberseminars: https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp 

VHA Data Portal: https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx (VA Intranet) 

VINCI: https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/ (VA Intranet) 

Health Economics Resource Center (HERC): https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov (VA Intranet) 

CDW: https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/Pages/CDWHome.aspx (VA Intranet) 

Archived cyberseminar: What can the HSR&D Resource Centers do for you? 
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=1014 
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Electronic Health Record Modernization Resources for Researchers 

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAPugResearch/RRG/Pages/EHRM-Research.aspx 

“EHRM & Research” page on the Research Resource Guide SharePoint 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Overview-and-Implications.htm 

“EHRM and Implications for Data Users” page on the VIReC website 

https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/sites/EHRMDataIntegration/DIRAKnowledgeShare/Pages/DIRAKnowledgeShare
Home.aspx 

Data Management and Migration Knowledgebase” on the Data Migration, Management, 
and Syndication SharePoint 

https://tinyurl.com/y3wgxzu5 

Syndicated Data Bits - Weekly Webinars 

https://vaww.ehrm.va.gov/ 

Office of Electronic Health Record Modernization (OEHRM) Intranet site 
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Maria Souden, MSI, PhD 

Acting Director 

VA Information Resource Center 

Hines VA Hospital 
maria.souden@va.gov 
virec@va.gov 
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Thank you!
Questions? 
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Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Joint Longitudinal Viewer (JLV) and Research, 
Pt 1: Getting started 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 2/21 
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