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Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 
Informational seminars to help VA researchers 

access and use VA databases. 
Topics 
▪ VA data sources & data access systems
▪ Application of VA data to research and quality
improvement questions

▪ Limitations of secondary data use
▪ Resources to support VA data use
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FY21 Upcoming Sessions 
First Monday of the month  1:00pm-2:00pm ET 

Date Topic 

Joint Longitudinal Viewer (JLV) and Research, 3/15/21 Part 2: A Deeper Look 

4/5/21 Race and Ethnicity in VA Data 

5/3/21 VA Pharmacy Data 

6/7/21 Ascertaining Veterans’ Vital Status: Data Sources for 
Mortality Ascertainment and Cause of Death 

Visit our Education page 
for more information & 

registration links: 

https://bit.ly/39B1JUo 

Visit HSR&D’s VIReC 
Cyberseminar Archive to 
watch previous sessions: 

https://bit.ly/3dZFJWG 
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Where can I download a copy of the slides? 

SAMPLE EMAIL 
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Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Session 5: 
JLV and Research Part 1: 
Getting Started 

Amber Lane, BS & Reese Omizo, MD 
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Poll #1: What is your role in research and/or quality 
improvement projects? 

• Investigator, PI, Co-I
• Statistician, data manager, analyst, or programmer

• Project coordinator
• Other – please describe via
the Q&A function
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Poll #2: How many years of experienceworking with 
VA data? 

• None – I’m brand new to this! 
• One year or less 

• More than 1, less than 3 years 
• At least 3, less than 7 years 

• At least 7, less than 10 years 
• 10 years or more 
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Poll #3: How long have you been using JLV? 

• None – I’m brand new to this! 
• One year or less 

• More than 1, less than 3 years 
• At least 3, less than 7 years 

• 7 years or more 
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Session roadmap 

•Overview of JLV

•Gaining access to JLV

•Setting up the JLV workspace

•Demonstration of JLV in use

•Questions

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 
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Joint Longitudinal Viewer (JLV): What is it? 

oPreviously called “Joint Legacy Viewer” 
oJLV is a web-based viewer of patient-centric EHR data 
Aggregates and displays data from connected systems 

• Query happens at widget launch 
• Data is standardized 

oIncludes data from source systems (if available when widget launches) 
VistA/CPRS and Cerner (Millennium) 
DoD sources [CHCS, AHLTA, Essentris, Cerner (MHS Genesis)] 
Community Health Information Exchange Partners (limited summaries) 
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FAQ: What is difference between JLV/CAPRI/VistA Web/CPRS? 

o JLV has replaced VistA Web functionality. 
 VistA Web was decommissioned in February 2020 

o CAPRI is read-only access to the VistA EHR, with more 
functionality than JLV for looking at benefits that Veterans 
applied for/received 

o CPRS is the current editable EHR which is currently in the
process of being replaced by Cerner Millennium. Information is
displayed from one VistA system only unless ‘remote data views’ 
are requested 
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FAQ: Can JLV be used to generate lists of patients? 

o No. JLV is a patient-centric viewer. It looks at one 
patient’s record across all connected systems. 

o Generating patient lists requires aggregation of full 
databases in a data warehouse like CDW. 

o For more information, please visit: 
https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/# 
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Gaining access to JLV 

o Type of use = Type of Access needed 

 Three types of use: 
• Operation/Non-Research 
• Preparatory to Research 
• Research 

o Start here to determine definitions: 
http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/ToolsApplicati
ons/JLV.aspx#transition 
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Accessing JLV from CPRS 

o JLV uses the same login credentials as CAPRI/CPRS.
BUT, this should only be used for operations! 

o For Research, you need to request use of JLV for each
project you are using it on
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Data Access Request Tracker (DART) 

oFor research specific access: 
 Submit request via the Data 

Access Request Tracker 
(DART) 
http://vaww.vhadataportal.m 
ed.va.gov/ToolsApplications 
/JLV.aspx 

oImportant note: Waiver of HIPAA 
Authorization application 
and/or study protocol must 
contain description of what data 
will be accessed and where it 
will be stored. 
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More Information on Requesting Access to JLV 

o Previous HSR&D cyberseminar- “Requesting Access to 
VA Data” (11/2/2020) 

 https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/a
rchives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3882 

o Future HSR&D cyberseminar- “Requesting Research 
Data Access Using DART” on Thursday, March 11th at 
2pm EST 

o VHA Data portal: 

 http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/ToolsApplications/JLV.aspx 
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Logging in 
o Google Chrome/Edge are the

ideal browsers
• https://jlv.med.va.gov/JLV/

o Login using PIV card

o If PIV does not work
 CPRS/CAPRI Access/Verify or
 Use the ‘View Other Sign-In

Options’ link  to use Windows
Authentication (Network
Access/Verify)
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Finding patient records- Full SSN and full last name 

oMost commonly used 

oCommon last names (i.e., 
Smith), will need full first 
name as well 

oRecently viewed patients 
are retained across 
sessions 
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3/21 



19 

Finding patient records without full SSN 

Will need to use Advanced 
Search Options: 
Full last and first name 
Date of birth 
Birth sex 
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Finding patient records - Results 

A record match will populate in 
“Search Results” tab 
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JLV- Opened Patient Record 
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Demographics and Flags 

Demographics and Flags will load 
immediately when patient record 

is opened. 
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Locations 
that 

Veteran has 
been seen 

Open flags or 
advance directives 
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Open the widget tray then drag/drop 
into one of the three columns 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Setting up your space: Adding widgets 
Widgets- elements within JLV portals that contain and display data 

specific to a clinical domain 
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Widgets in JLV 
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Widgets by data type 
o Source systems define where the data will be displayed 

o Hovering over widgets in the tray will display a brief description of the 
contents 

o Data may be duplicated and cross-referenced 
Example: Clinical Notes will be in “Progress Notes”, “Documents” and 
hyperlinked in “Outpatient Encounters” 

o Scanned documents in the “Documents” widget (VistA Imaging - VA, 
HAIMS - DoD) 
May contain notes that do not appear in “Progress Notes” 

o Community Data may be scanned in the “Documents” widget, or may be 
available in “Community Health Summaries” widget 
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Medications and Labs 
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Radiology results 
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Optimizing JLV 
Close out widgets that aren’t necessary for your project. 
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Setting up Multiple Tabs or Duplicate Widgets 

specific 
purposes 

Make multiple tabs for 

Duplicate widgets to cut load time by splitting up date ranges 
Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series    
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Setting date ranges- individual widget 

Keeping date ranges small will allow for faster filtering and 
loading times 

Set date 
manually 

or 

by choosing a 
preset range 
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Setting date ranges- multiple widgets 

“Show Date Tool” 
changes all widgets on
tab to the same date 

range 
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Filtering widgets – Less is better! 

Decrease the number of 
records 
 < 300 records for 
optimal use of filters in 
the expanded widget 
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Filtering widgets – Use what you know 
o Expanded widget → most filter
options

o Check number of records < 300

o Best to filter from highest level
to lowest level
 Site > Description
 Use drop boxes

o Filters simply hide other records, 
your original number of records 
is unchanged 
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Finding images 

oClick the image column 
header, an arrow will 
show up 

oClicking on that arrow 
will sort by image
availability 

oCamera icon( )  = 
image available 
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Imaging Viewer 

After clicking the camera icon, images will open in a new browser window 
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Images ≠ Only pictures 

oThe image icon indicates an item uploaded to 
Vista Imaging (or HAIMS for DoD) 
Images
Radiology reports
Test results in PDF
Community care results
Documents
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Troubleshooting JLV 

Select the hamburger menu 

Then select Troubleshooting 
or Getting Help 

Select the help icon 
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Don’t forget to come back! 

▪ March 15th – Part Two
▪ Using three specific examples in JLV to show the process of finding
information
• Eligibility

• Further use of filters, widgets, and report builder
• Includes covering text searches across data types!

• Chart abstraction
• Further use of report builder and vista imaging

• Adverse event reporting
• Further use of community health summaries
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More JLV Resources 
- JLV Introductory Training Videos
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVE2/JLV/Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FVACOVE2 
%2FJLV%2FResources%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&id=%2Fsites%2FVACOVE2%2FJLV%2FResources%2FJLV%20Intr
oductory%20Training%20Videos 

- JLV website

https://jlv.med.va.gov/JLV/

- 7/13/2020 HSR&DCyberseminar: JLV: Practical Use in a Research Setting

https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?Ses 
sionID=3807 

- JLV SharePoint

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVE2/JLV/Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Contact information 
Amber Lane 
Denver-Seattle COIN 
Rocky Mountain Regional VA 
Amber.Lane2@va.gov 

Reese Omizo 
Office of Health Informatics/ 
VA Pacific Islands HCS 
Reese.Omizo@va.gov 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 3/21 

mailto:Amber.Lane2@va.gov
mailto:Reese.Omizo@va.gov


   

42 

Live Demonstration and Questions 
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Additional Resources 
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s Quick Guide: Resources for Using VA Data 
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf (VA Intranet) 

VIReC: https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm (VA Intranet) 

VIReC Cyberseminars: https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp 

VHA Data Portal: https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx (VA Intranet) 

VINCI: https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/ (VA Intranet) 

Health Economics Resource Center (HERC): https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov (VA Intranet) 

CDW: https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/Pages/CDWHome.aspx (VA Intranet) 

Archived cyberseminar: What can the HSR&D Resource Centers do for you? 
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=1014 
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Electronic Health Record Modernization Resources for Researchers 

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAPugResearch/RRG/Pages/EHRM-Research.aspx 

“EHRM & Research” page on the Research Resource Guide SharePoint 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Overview-and-Implications.htm 

“EHRM and Implications for Data Users” page on the VIReC website 

https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/sites/EHRMDataIntegration/DIRAKnowledgeShare/Pages/DIRAKnowledgeShare
Home.aspx 

Data Management and Migration Knowledgebase” on the Data Migration, Management, 
and Syndication SharePoint 

https://tinyurl.com/y3wgxzu5 

Syndicated Data Bits - Weekly Webinars 

https://vaww.ehrm.va.gov/ 

Office of Electronic Health Record Modernization (OEHRM) Intranet site 
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VIReC Options for Specific Questions 

▪ Community knowledge –Individualized support
sharing 

▪ ~1,400 VA data users
virec@va.gov 

▪ Researchers, operations,
data stewards, managers (708) 202-2413

–Subscribe by visiting
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Suppor
t/HSRData-L.htm(VA Intranet)

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 3/21 

HelpDesk HSRData Listserv 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm
mailto:virec@va.gov


   

   
  

     

47 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Joint Longitudinal Viewer (JLV) and Research 
Part 2: A Deeper Look 
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