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Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar Series 
Informational seminars to help VA researchers 

access and use VA databases. 
Topics 
▪ VA data sources & data access systems 
▪ Application of VA data to research and quality 
improvement questions 

▪ Limitations of secondary data use 
▪ Resources to support VA data use 
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FY21 Upcoming Sessions 
First Monday of the month  1:00pm-2:00pm ET 

Date Topic 

4/5/21 Race and Ethnicity in VA Data 

5/3/21 VA Pharmacy Data 

6/7/21 
Ascertaining Veterans’ Vital Status: Data Sources for 

Mortality Ascertainment and Cause of Death 

Visit our Education page 
for more information & 

registration links: 

https://bit.ly/39B1JUo 

Visit HSR&D’s VIReC 
Cyberseminar Archive to 
watch previous sessions: 

https://bit.ly/3dZFJWG 
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Where can I download a copy of the slides? 

SAMPLE EMAIL 
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Poll #1: What is your role in research and/or quality 
improvement projects? 

▪ Investigator, PI, Co-I 
▪ Statistician, data manager, analyst, or programmer 
▪ Project coordinator 
▪ Other – please describe via 
the Q&A function 
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Poll #2: How many years of experience working with 
VA data? 

▪ None – I’m brand new to this! 
▪ One year or less 
▪ More than 1, less than 3 years 
▪ At least 3, less than 7 years 
▪ At least 7, less than 10 years 
▪ 10 years or more 
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Poll #3 What do you mainly use JLV for? 

▪ Research-eligibility and/or verification of data 

▪ Research –above tasks plus chart review or abstraction, adverse event 
reporting 

▪ Clinical tasks 

▪ Don’t use JLV regularly but may in the future 

▪ Other-please describe in Q&A function 
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Part 1 takeaways: 

JLV is a web-based, patient-centric viewer of EHR data 
• Different from CAPRI and CPRS 
• Looking at one patient at a time 

Accessing JLV 
• Will need CPRS/CAPRI access 
• For research, need to make request for authorization through 

VHA data portal 

To increase loading speed use filters to decrease amount of 
information being viewed 

• Especially watch date ranges! 

3/21 
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JLV in 
Research 

Practice Patient for JLV only: 
Chdrzzztestpatient, Chdrone One 

DoD ID: 1463132140 
SSN: 666-00-001 
DOB: 03 Mar 1960 

Eligibility verification 

Chart review or abstraction 

Adverse event reporting 
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Widgets- elements 
within JLV portals 
that contain and 
display data specific 
to a clinical domain 

You get to build 
JLV to show you 
what you want to 
see using widgets 
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Eligibility- Current smoker? 

Where to start? 
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Date ranges 

Larger the range = more results populated = sluggish filtering and loading times 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 3/21 



14 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Common strategies: 
Open notes…and read Filter notes…read…repeat 
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Better strategy: First, use advanced filters 
and then build a report with Report Builder 

Click “More” on bottom of 

expandedversion of the 
widget. 

More filter options 

This opens the .Widget 
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Different Filter Options 
Standard filter options. 
- Start with highest level
(Site) then go to Lower
levels (description) 

Filters by text
in standard 
descriptions 

Click any of the headers
to organize by ascending
or descendingorder 

All the 
filters can 
be used in 
conjunction
with each 
other 

3/21 



17 

After notes filtered, then build report. 
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Report Builder – pick what you want to review in PDF form 

Can add 25 items at 
one time. 

Reports can contain 
up to 50 items each. 

No limit on amounts 
of reports you can 
create. 

Report builder can 
run in the 
background 

Reports remain in 
que for 72 hours 
even after leaving 
patient record 
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To build report, choose notes either: 

Then, select report builder (located in toolbar on top right) Shows it has been 
added to report 

As a group 

Individually 
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Will open second window to left. Can modifywhat is selected. Select build. 
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Once report is built, will 
show up on list with other 
previous reports built for that 
patient. 
- Click on report to open 

After open, it is a PDF 
- Can save (WARNING: PHI!) 
- Can search for key words using Ctrl + F or 
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Report doesn’t have to be from one widget! 
Remember our shopping cart! 
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Report made using multiple widgets 
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Something to remember with Report Builder 
Clear out previously selected items if report did not contain up to the 
maximum of 50 items 

This new report has 5 items 

Those same 5 
items will remain 
in the que even 

Unlessafter report is 
you clearmade 

all. 

      

   
     

 

   

 
 
 
  

 

3/21 



25 

Database & Methods Cyberseminar SeriesDatabase & Methods Cyberseminar Series 

Chart abstraction-
Echocardiogram in 
last two years? 

• “Consults” and “Orders” can 
be good to find a date range 
to go to “Documents” to 
search for note about results. 

• “Consults” also can tell you if 
cancelled and why. 
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“Consults” and “Orders” widgets 
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Vista imaging- not just images 
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Looking for any other results recorded using primary care notes and report builder 
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Adverse events-
hospitalizations in last 

year? 
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“Community Health Summaries” Widget 

Reports come from directly from Community Health Partners 
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Same information, found in three different places. 
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Contact information 
Amber Lane 
Denver-Seattle COIN 
Rocky Mountain Regional VA 
Amber.Lane2@va.gov 

Reese Omizo 
Office of Health Informatics/ 
VA Pacific Islands HCS 
Reese.Omizo@va.gov 
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Live demonstration and questions 
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Additional Resources 

Database& Methods Cyberseminar Series    
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Additional JLV Resources 

JLV Introductory Training Videos 
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVE2/JLV/Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FVACOVE2%2FJLV%
2FResources%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&id=%2Fsites%2FVACOVE2%2FJLV%2FResources%2FJLV%20Introductory%20Traini
ng%20Videos 

JLV website 
https://jlv.med.va.gov/JLV/ 

3/1/2021HSR&D Cyberseminar: Joint Longitudinal Viewer (JLV) and Research, Part 1: 
Getting Started 

https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3943&Seriesid=22 

JLV resources 
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVE2/JLV/Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx 

3/21 
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s Quick Guide: Resources for Using VA Data 
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf (VA Intranet) 

VIReC: https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm (VA Intranet) 

VIReC Cyberseminars: https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp 

VHA Data Portal: https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx (VA Intranet) 

VINCI: https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/ (VA Intranet) 

Health Economics Resource Center (HERC): https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov (VA Intranet) 

CDW: https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/Pages/CDWHome.aspx (VA Intranet) 

Archived cyberseminar: What can the HSR&D Resource Centers do for you? 
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=1014 
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Electronic Health Record Modernization Resources for Researchers 

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAPugResearch/RRG/Pages/EHRM-Research.aspx 

“EHRM & Research” page on the Research Resource Guide SharePoint 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Overview-and-Implications.htm 

“EHRM and Implications for Data Users” page on the VIReC website 

https://vaww.cdw.va.gov/sites/EHRMDataIntegration/DIRAKnowledgeShare/Pages/DIRAKnowledgeShare
Home.aspx 

Data Management and Migration Knowledgebase” on the Data Migration, Management, 
and Syndication SharePoint 

https://tinyurl.com/y3wgxzu5 

Syndicated Data Bits - Weekly Webinars 

https://vaww.ehrm.va.gov/ 

Office of Electronic Health Record Modernization (OEHRM) Intranet site 
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VIReCOptions for Specific Questions 

HSRData Listserv HelpDesk

▪ Community knowledge –Individualized support
sharing

▪ ~1,400 VA data users
virec@va.gov 

▪ Researchers, operations,
data stewards, managers (708) 202-2413

–Subscribe by visiting
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Suppor
t/HSRData-L.htm(VA Intranet)
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Race and Ethnicity in VA Data 
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