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Rob:	…presenter, Tim Trautman. Tim? Can I turn things over to you? 

Tim Trautman:	Thank you, Rob. Appreciate it. Welcome, everyone, to the VINCI Cyberseminar. My name is Tim Trautman. I’m a health science specialist with VINCI. Today, I’ll be covering: What is VINCI, and how do they help researchers? So we got a lot of slides to get through, so let’s jump right in. So VINCI is an ORD resource that provides researchers a nationwide view of high-value VA patient data. VINCI is a research and development partnership and operational platform for health services research, epidemiology, decision support, and business intelligence. Our VINCI Central website is found out the link shown on your screen and on the slides that you’ll receive later. This is the primary site where you’ll get information about VINCI. 

So what does VINCI provide? So these are all free, and it’s we provide computing resources. That’s our VINCI workspace. We have virtual computers. Inside that secure workspace, we have file shares and databases. We have a SASS Grid. We do the data security for you with our VINCI Firewall. We do server maintenance and data backups for that environment as well. We also provide analytical software within the workspace, along with productivity software. We also maintain data sets and provision them as needed. We also provide data services, data access requests, and that’s done through our DART program, which I’ll be covering extensively. We also have SharePoint collaboration sites available and data exploration tools. Some of the VINCI services we provide are—and I’ll be going into depth about these—a data needs assessment, feasibility assessments, cohort development, patient lists, study setup assistance, training, and VINCI Concierge help. And again, that’s all free to researchers. 

So today I’m going to focus on using VINCI resources. I’m going to focus on studies that would be conducting IRB research using VINCI services requesting data access with DART, using VINCI/CDW data, and using the VINCI workspace. So I’ve outlined some of the basic steps of a VINCI study in order. First would be a feasibility assessment. Again, and this is optional. Then you’d want to create your protocol based on what you found and in your assessment. Then after that comes IRB approvals. That’s going to be your IRB letter, and then you’re going to have to use the VAEDA system and then VAIRRS system, which will touch. You’ll need a HIPAA waiver and/or informed consent and Real SSN Access form if needed. 

Fourth, you’ll get a data needs assessment. Again, that’s optional but highly recommended. Fifth is going to be your R&D committee approvals. Sixth is going to be your Research Request Memo creation. Seventh, you’re going to request data access using DART and following that on eight, you’re going to have VINCI data. And your project will be provisioned. Then you can go in and start using the VINCI workspace. And then finally if you need a project, we create a project collaboration site, which is also optional. 

So first, let’s talk about feasibility assessment. So this is another free VINCI service, and this is done prior to starting a protocol or study. It is used for determining if enough patients exist to conduct the study that you want. So to request a feasibility assessment, you want to send the following to vinci@va.gov. You want to put Feasibility Assessment in the email subject line. You want to put in the primary investigator’s name, as well as a phone number and email address. Some of the other things that you’ll want to include is inclusion/exclusion criteria. And also when you initiate one of these requests, one of our concierge will be in touch and provide you with a spreadsheet with more detail. So some of the typical criteria include location, such as nationwide or specific locations; time frames; age, gender, and other limitations; diagnosis codes; procedures; lab tests; and medications. So from there, we will help build you an idea of how many patients meet your criteria. 

Moving on to our next step is to create your protocol. So now that you have an idea that there are enough patients to satisfy your study needs, you want to create your protocol. Protocols typically include the following items, so introductory paragraph, a statement of the problem, the purpose of your study, the significance of your study. And then research questions and/or hypotheses or no hypotheses. You also put in some background, talk about methodology, talk about the procedure and the timeframe. Have an analysis plan, some scopes and limitations. And also you will want to use your most up-to-date protocol when you submit for IRB and data access. 

Third thing you want to do is get your IRB letter. So prior to IRB submission, you’ll want to use the VA Electronic Determination Aid or VAEDA. This is a regulatory decision support tool designed to help standardize a process by which the VA makes preliminary project determinations of nonresearch versus research that meets the definition of the Common Rule. So there’s a link to the VAEDA application there on the slide, and again that’s where you’re going to want to begin before you submit your IRB. 

Now generally, you will need an IRB letter from each location where an investigator is involved. Now that IRB can come from a central IRB, a local medical facility—VA medical facility—or University affiliate. You’ll want to use the VAIRRS system, which is the VA Innovation and Research Review System, to submit your IRB request. You’ll want to contact your local IRB or research office for access as it is location specific. So there is no one general access or all of the VA. You’re going to have to access via your specific location. Also, since you’re going to use VINCI, you want include in your IRB a VINCI description for IRBs in the VINCI information security description. This will help with your IRB’s understanding of VINCI. 

Next, you’ll want to get a waiver of HIPAA authorization if necessary, and they are not standardized across the VA. Your local IRB may have their own language and format. However, as the VA way, we have a form that. That’s the 10-0521, and in this form, you’ll put in the VA facility name, the title of your study, the PI’s name, and a brief description of the PHI being used. Also, you may need a sample informed consent HIPAA authorization, which is used to inform potential study participants and gain their consent to participate. Again, they’re not standardized across the VA, and your local IRB may have their own language and format. And again, the VA has a form for that. It’s the 10-1086. In this form, you’ll want to put in the subject name when you go to consent with the subject, the title of the study, the PI’s name and description of research by the investigator. Generally is eight sections to putting in that information. 

Next, if you’re requesting Real SSN access, you’re going to need to fill out a request form for that. You’ll need that form signed by your ACOS of Research as well. If you need more information on the form and how to fill it out, there is a VIReC page available on their site, and there’s a link on the slide for you. And that’ll help you to understand how to fill out this form and request Real SSN access. 

Number four, we come to the data needs assessment, our DNA as we call it, that’s again another free VINCI service that helps you discover the data you need to conduct your study and how to get access approvals. It is not preparatory to research where you explore the data yourself. A data needs assessment will deliver a list of data sources mapped to CDW and other sources for your DART request. So to request a DNA, you’ll send an email to vinci@va.gov and put DNA in the subject line, so it gets routed quickly and properly. You want to include your study protocol if you have one, or similar study information, as well as an extensive description of what kind of data you are looking for and a prior feasibility assessment request helps. 

You can also explore the data yourself, and I have put in a number of places to find data. The VHA Data Portal has extensive information on data that’s available. VINCI also has a data sources pages well on VINCI Central. CDW has a metadata reports page on their CDW production data on their site. They also on their site have CDW-Raw domains page available. VIReC has extensive CDW documentation as well, as VINCI has two applications that are available to you online, that’s our Dim Data Viewer for exploring the CDW Dim table’s and the metadata viewer for exploring CDW metadata tables. 

Next, you’ll want to get your research and development committee approval. Each VA facility has a local research and development committee. All IRB approved or exempt research studies in DART must have an R&D approval letter for each location participating in the study. And that’s per directive 1200.01(1). 

Next, you’ll want to create your research request memo. There’s a link to download the template from our site. This is used to request access to data from NDS through DART. Instructions for filling out the memo are found in the DART user guide in Appendix A. You’ll also want to initiate your DART request to obtain your DART tracking number for the memo’s subject line. 

Next, you’ll be requesting data access with DART. So DART is VINCI’s Data Access Request Tracker online application used by National Data Systems and other data stewards to approve access to various data sources, including CDW and VINCI data. It collects study information and documentation via a 4-screen Wizard. It determines required documentation based on your Wizard entries and then distributes the request to the approving authorities who can approve it online. There’s also a page on the VHA Data Portal where you can look at the DART research request process. 

Now, I’m going to do a quick DART demo. This is just a canned demo since I don’t rely on actual demos of products live, as things generally go sideways. So you when get into DART, you’re going to go to Request tab, and you’re going to see there’s a create a new request button. So once you click on that button, it’s going to pop up a new request modal. In this, you’re going to put in your official study name, which is your exact protocol name. They do need to match next. Next, you’re going to select the request type between preparatory research or research data access. In this instance, I selected research data access. Also new to DART is a way to request a data needs assessment when you initiate your DART. So it asks, “Would you like an assessment of your data needs from VINCI Services.” If you select yes, VINCI Services will be notified and will contact you to get that DNA going. If you choose not to, just select no. 

Once you’ve done all that, you click on the create request button, and that’ll take you—well, one of the first things it does is it sends out an email saying you’ve initiated this request. So the person creating this request receives this email, and I’d like to point out to you that attached to this email is what’s called a dark considerations document. It’s a couple-page document, which basically gives you tips, techniques, lets you know about how to do certain things, what not to do. And it’s very important that you take a look at it before you continue with your DART request. It will help you answer basic questions like, who should I actually include with CAPRI JLV access, et cetera? 

So once I’ve submitted my request, I got the modal, and then I click create request. And it takes me to my first page in DART, which is the activity information page, and this is going to be several slides long. So it begins by asking about basic study information, allows you to create a short name or nickname. It asked about your IRB project number and collects that if necessary. Also asks if your project has an approval expiration date. If so, it’s going to ask you for the expiration date. It’ll also ask you for a study start date and an anticipated study closed date. 

Continuing down the page, you get to a bunch of questions about HIPAA related items. So it begins by asking about exemptions and informed consent. It will start with a single question: Has your study been determined to be an exempt human subjects study? If you select no, it’s going to ask you some additional questions such as: does your study require subjects to give informed consent orally and in writing or HIPAA authorization in writing? Does your study have IRB approval for full waiver of informed consent? 

Then it’ll ask you about some HIPAA authorization questions. Question two: Does your study have IRB or privacy board approval for waiver of HIPAA authorization? If you answer yes, it’s going to ask you a few more questions. Is the waiver of HIPAA authorization only for recruiting or determining subject eligibility? And is the waiver of HIPAA authorization for the entire study? And to understand a little more about how those questions shake out, here’s a little table that breaks out when you answer certain questions, if certain forms are going to be required. And that way, you can have an idea of how these questions go into our business rules engine to determine what forms need to be submitted. 

Continuing on to the next page, you get to the participants’ page. So these are the people that are conducting the study, not the people that you’re recruiting. So this is going to be your primary investigator, any secondary investigators. This can be coordinators, your analysts, all the various people involved in your study. So you’ll begin at the lower left and click on find people, and that will bring up a screen where you put in the name of someone, search for them, select them, then that adds them to the page and allows you to select the location. So you’ll pick their location from a drop-down. And then you’ll select whether or not they want notifications if they are getting data access, and if they need CAPRI JLV application account access. 

One of things that we’ve done here is we’ve broken out data access because a lot of times projects will have study coordinators that won’t need data access, but they do need notifications so that they can maintain that DART request on behalf of the investigators. So continuing on over on the right side of our screen, you get to select different locations if you are more than one location. You can select which location is the primary location by selecting the star next to it, and then you can select who’s the principal investigator for each location. And that’s done by selecting on the name of the principal investigator, and that’ll present you a drop-down list of current participants from which you can select that person. 

Continuing on, we click the next button. That’s going to take us to our data sources page. This is a long page. It will consist of several slides. At the top of the page, we’re asking you about data storage locations, so we give you a couple options. VINCI, if you want to use the VINCI Workspace or other server locations, such as your local facility. So the other server location that you want to put in here is the name of the facility, the address, and we do want the building and the room number of that various server. If ORO comes to your facility and they want to know where your data is stored, they’ll look at this DART request and compare it to where it’s actually stored. So it’s very important that you are accurate on where your data is stored. Next question is: Will data be transferred external to the VHA? If you are, you’re going to need a data use agreement. If you select yes to this question, it’s going to ask the name of the company and the agency receiving it and their address. 

Next, we’re going to ask about data access systems. This is the SAS Grid in VINCI, so if you need access to that, please select that box. And then you’re going to select identifiers that you want for your data. We’ve got three options. Real SSN, scrambled SSN, and identifiable data but no real or scrambled SSN. This is actually your PatientICN identifiers. Please note that VINCI does not provide de-identified data. Again, VINCI does not provide de-identified data. All the data we provide is identifiable. 

Continuing on to the actual data sources part of the page, we get to the first section called Healthcare Operations Generate Data Sources. This is where you’re going to find most of your data sources that you’re looking for. Often times, you will—CDW data, production data, and Raw data are some of the big go-tos for studies as it is all the medical data that’s been collected in CPRS. There’s also a number of available data sources. As you can see on your screen, this is not a complete list. You can actually visit DART or go to the VHA Data Portal to learn more information about those sources. 

Continuing on down the page, after the healthcare operations generated comes research generated data sources, and currently the only ones we have are the MVP program data sources. And those are only available to MVP approved studies. So once you’ve made your data selections, you’ll click on the next button; and in this moment, the business rules engine in DART has taken all the information from the previous three pages, applied them to all the rules, and it’s going to determine what documents you’re going to need in order to request the data and for the people that you selected as participants. 

So it begins by presenting you with the list of required documents, and if you look over to the right, you have the ability to upload documents. So you just click on that upload button, it’ll give you Windows Explorer, you go find your file, select it, and it uploads. You don’t need to name your document anything special as there are document naming conventions that DART will rename your document so that it matches the required document that you are uploading. For example, your IRB letter will be renamed to IRB letter that your station and some other information in the actual file name. 

So continuing on, once you got all your documents uploaded, you have basically finished the four screens, and that takes you to the submit screen. Now on the submit screen, we’ve also added a couple more questions. In this is: Would you like to work with VINCI Services on developing a cohort? So one of the things people wait to do is develop the cohort after they get their data access. Meanwhile, you’re wasting a lot of time. You could just go ahead and start developing your cohort ahead of time, and VINCI is happy to help you develop that. 

We also would like you to rate your team’s level of SQL proficiency from 1 - beginner, up to 5 - expert. And one of the reasons for this is to help understand the study’s ability to manage their SQL transactions and their SQL analysis. If we find that you have some beginners, we also have some SQL classes available. CDW has SQL classes available as well. So that’ll help you to get your SQL analysts in place and up to speed so that you can conduct your study more efficiently. So once you’ve got all that answered, got everything ready, go ahead and click the submit request button. 

So what happens now? So DART goes into its processing phase. If you selected NDS’s data source. It’s going to go into the NDS workflow. If you selected an MVP data source, it’s going to take the branches you see on the right for independent approver review. For NDS though, it’s going to go to initial NDS review where they check it to make sure that the submission is complete, the documentation matches, all the i’s are dotted, t’s are crossed. Then from that the initial reviewer will determine what additional reviews may be needed. For example, if you selected Real SSN, then it will need an ORD review to determine the legitimacy of the need for Real SSN. It can also go for security reviews, privacy reviews. And then some data stewards want to do their own review as well, so be sent to that data steward for their review. And all those are done in parallel, so they can happen at the same time. So that saves time. 

Once all those middle reviews are done, it comes back to NDS for a final review, just to check to make sure that everything is in order, all the approvals are received from secondary reviews, and there are no questions outstanding. And then NDS can approve that request. Now once that request is approved, that completes all the various workflows, then the request is considered completed. And that ends the request process. At this point in time, you can amend your DART request to make changes to it as needed as the study develops, and as new documentation becomes available and to do things like IRB renewals annually. And right now, DART processing is only taking seven and half days. And I don’t know how many people were around 14, 15 years ago, but back in the day, to get data access approval could take up to seven months. Now it only takes seven and half days. 

So let’s talk a little bit about provisioning. So VINCI is notified of approvals by DART, then we have a VINCI project provisioning tool, which runs automatically on the backend, and it sets up your active directory group for the study. It sets up VINCI Workspace access for participants, and it creates a study file share folder in the workspace. So it gets you all set up in the VINCI workspace automatically as soon as DART is done. Then a VINCI data manager will begin provisioning the study by creating what we call a study correspondent SharePoint site. They also create some group directories, and this is all done within one business day. And I think currently, most of these are being handled the same day. 

I just would like to emphasize here once a correspondent site is created, you will use that, and will receive a welcome email from the data manager. So you’ll want to pay attention to your email, your VA email so that as soon as you receive that welcome letter, you can begin corresponding with the VINCI data manager through that correspondent site, and they’ll help develop your cohort and get your data processed, provisioned for you. 

This just gives a little flowchart of what I was talking about. The items in orange are what I just discussed. On the right, the study receives their DART notification, and then they’ll receive their email about the correspondent site. Then they’ll begin creating the cohort with the VINCI data managers. And once that’s done, the data manager will create views and notify you that your data is available. 

Next, you’ll want to get into the VINCI Workspace. So as I mentioned, the VINCI Firewall provides enhanced data security, and it can be accessed from outside the VA through our VPN solutions at the VA. It does come in two variations. A standard workspace which is generally what most people will receive, and a development workspace. And this is a specialized workspace that’s siloed from other workspaces so that people that need to do software development to create analysis software or work with other programs that we don’t offer in the standard workspace such as Python. We can provide you with a development workspace. 

Also one of the differences is in a standard workspace, you cannot be given administrative privileges, which is elevated privileges. However, in the development workspace, you can apply for elevated privileges so that you can manipulate the and applications within the workspace and install applications and maintain them. I have links to several sources of information about the workspace when you get there. So there’s a VINCI workspace page that can tell you about the workspace. There’s a VINCI workspace user guide that’s available. We also have a VINCI database user guide available, as well as a VINCI file transfer guide for how to transfer files in and out of the workspace securely. 

And lastly, project collaboration site. So these are optional, but it’s a custom SharePoint site that you can create your study to maintain documentation and manage your study. It’s created through a self-service VINCI project collaboration site registration application. So you would go in there, fill out the application, and it will automatically create on the spot a SharePoint site for your study. 

Alright, I’d like to get into talking about VINCI Central. We got a few slides here on this. The address is there on your screen. This is where you go for all things VINCI. I just want to point out a few things about our VINCI Central site. When you go to it, at the bottom left, you’re going to see a list of user guides and information. So if you’re looking for documentation, this is the primary place to find it. Then you can see there’s various choices along the top and over on the right, for various things like the workspace applications and so on. 

So for workspaces, if you go to the upper left navigation icon and select it, it’s going to drop down a list of available workspaces. Also, you can click on the center block that says VINCI Workspaces, and that’ll take you to a screen that gives you the options for the various workspaces, such as a full standard workspace with one monitor. Or a standard workspace but multi-monitor. We also have a development workspace link for one or two monitors and then standard workspace application. So if you want to use just a single application without opening up the entire workspace, you can do that. 

Next, our applications. These are VINCI created applications, so this contains DART, our VINCI file download and upload tools, our Dim Data Viewer and Meta Data Viewer tools. Let’s Collaborate VA, which is an application that allows people to input their study interests and put it out to other people on the application to see if there’s anyone interested in joining forces to do a particular study. And lastly, Google Notes, which is a support tool for doctors in the clinical setting to help understand a particular patient’s history and record in a nutshell. 

Next, there’s My VINCI dashboard. From here, if you click on My VINCI dashboard, it takes you to a list of all the various resources that are available within VINCI. Your project list, your active directory groups, what virtual machines you might have, which are you develop workspaces, what databases are available to you, what DART requests do you have, what file shares do you have, and downloads. And lastly, as I have highlighted here, SharePoint sites. So if you ever lose the link to say your VINCI collaboration site for your study, you can come to this SharePoint site and find it there and go to it. It’s also another place where you can find your VINCI correspondent site, so you can contact your VINCI data managers. So it brings all your VINCI resource accesses into one screen. So for example, if I clicked on SharePoint sites, it’s going to give me my list of various SharePoint sites and a link to the site as well.

Speaking of links, we also have a quick links item. When you select quick links, it’s going to give you a list of various VA sites that are relevant to research and studies and to VINCI and all of the various VA resources available to research studies, as well as other websites within the VA that are relevant to you. I know there’s a lot of information about how to do a VINCI study. I touched on a lot of stuff, put out a lot of links for everyone to take a look at. If you have any questions following this presentation, please send them to vinci@va.gov, and one of our VINCI concierge will contact you and assist you with your request. And that wraps up today’s presentation. I’m sure we have questions. Rob? I turn it back to you. 

Rob:	Thanks, Tim. Yeah, we do have a few questions queued up. Attendees, if you’d like to submit a question to Tim, please use the Q&A panel. If you don’t see the Q&A panel to the right of the slides, you can open up that panel clicking on the ellipsis, which is at the far-right bottom corner. We’ll jump right in. The first person asked a couple of questions, and I did tell them that you would probably answer—best to send this to vinci@va.gov. But they asked, “When I click on SASS 9.X on VINCI Central, it doesn’t work. Any insight as to why? And also once in VINCI Workspace, I get an error message popup when I try to use SASS 9.4.” So if you have any insights, Tim. 

Tim Trautman:	So we have been seeing some issues with the SASS 9.X, and I assume this is the standalone SASS application, which is actually outdated and not really supported by SASS anymore. We do have VINCI SASS admins who would be able to answer this question. Also, I don’t know if this person’s a member of the VINCI training and office hour chat. That has been talked about a lot this morning, so if you have access to that chat, take a look at it. Otherwise, do send an email to vinci@va.gov. And put in your subject line that you need SASS assistance. Thanks, Rob. 

Rob:	Thanks, Tim. I just got a request for slides, and I just put the link to the slides in the chat again. So click on that link or copy or paste it into a browser, and you’ll have access to slides if you download them yourself. And once again, if you have questions for Tim, please submit them to the Q&A panel. If you don’t see the Q&A panel, click on the ellipsis button in the far-right bottom corner and turn on the Q&A panel, and then submit your questions there. 

Tim Trautman:	So I see Hailey has the next question: “Can we use VINCI as a computing resource for exploratory analysis of an external data set and data that is exempt from the IRB process?” You can if it’s research-related. We can provide you a VINCI Workspace, and then you can use the file transfer tool to upload your data into VINCI. Now again, it doesn’t have to be an IRB process, but it does have to be related to research. 

Next question: “If you want to access national data and not specific any specific center, then how should I proceed in terms of IRB regulations?” So when you submit for an IRB and also in DART, any data you request through DART is going to be a national dataset. But it has, of course, you can drill down to specific facilities. In your IRB, you’ll want to say you want to use such-and-such type data. For example, you want to use CDW data to explore such-and-such syndrome across all the VA’s various patients. So you want to use enough specificity in your IRB to point out the data, but you don’t want to be so specific that you limit yourself to just that data. 

Okay, moving on to the next question, which—okay, “If a PI adds a researcher to VINCI, does the researcher still need to request access through DART?” Yes. So if you have a DART request, you’re going to have to do an amendment to add an additional person. Once that amendment is approved, that person will automatically be added to your study and given access to any VINCI study materials and resources. So again, if you’re going to add people to your study and do it through a DART request, then once approved, they will automatically be added to the study for all the resource access. 

Next question: “Can one DART request cover multiple protocols if the cohort is the same, or is one request for protocol required?” The answer to that is one DART request per protocol. So you’re not able to do multiple protocols per DART. 

Next question regarding the VINCI dataset: “Wanted to check does the information only include/capture veterans, or does it also contain data on caregivers and healthcare providers associated with the veterans?” I’m not the data person, but yes, all that information is available. A number of researchers use that type of information to improve medical healthcare delivery to veterans. So that is available. If you’ll need to know specifically what datasets are available that include that, that’s a VINCI Services service. So you’d want to send an email to vinci@va.gov, and in that, ask about a data needs assessment. And they can tell you, okay, based on what you’re looking for, again, we can provide you such-and-such data. 

Okay, next question: “Thank you for the great presentation. If I’m collaborating with another VA who will have the sole accession maintenance analysis of the data, do both of the institutions need an IRB or do all these requests like DART together, or can it be all one application even if different VAs are collaborating? What recommendations do you have to streamline this process?” So if you are working with another VA but that VA is the only one that’s—

Let me put it this way. Whoever is going to be looking at the data and using that data will need an IRB to do so. So if one location is doing all the data analysis and they’re the only ones that are going to be looking at it, then only that location will need an IRB and a DART request. If the secondary location is doing any of the data analysis and they have access to the data, then that secondary location will need an IRB, and they’ll need to be included on the primary DART request as well. So any location that’s involved in looking at the data will need IRB permission and DART access permission. I hope that answers your question. 

Okay, it looks like the end of our questions, Rob. 

Rob:	We got one in through the chat, and I was unable to get them to send it to you in the Q&A, I think. I don’t think it came to the Q&A. “Is it possible to get access to VINCI Workspace if you are not an analyst or using it to analyze quantitative data but want to use it for learning purposes, such as learning how to use SASS and R? 

Tim Trautman:	Yeah, actually we can give you access to do so. You would just send an email to vinci@va.gov. And again, we try not to do one-offs of people, so if there’s a number of people, we’re more than happy to do that. We do, do some one-offs, though. Again, just send an email to vinci@va.gov and request VINCI Workspace access, and they’ll get you set up with a workspace so that you can go ahead and play with our—and learn SASS and such. Thanks, Rob. 

Rob:	Thank you. I didn’t get any more into the chat, and the only thing we got to the Q&A was a thank you. If you have any closing comments, perhaps now is a good time for that, and we’ll see if anybody has any questions at the last second. 

Tim Trautman:	Well, I’d like to thank everyone for coming today. VINCI is here to help you with all your research needs. We provide a lot of services so that you don’t have to do as much legwork as you might think you have to do. We can do, like I mentioned, the feasibilities to help you determine if enough patients exist to do your study. We can do data and needs assessments so that we can help you find the data that you need. We can help you with patient lists and cohorts. We have a lot of services that we’ve really built up over the years. And they’re very robust, and they’re very efficient as well. So please come to VINCI for all your study needs, and we’re more than happy to help you. 

Again, we have a large team. VINCI is big, and it’s growing and growing and growing. And the reason for that is because researchers like you have a lot to do as far as studies. You’ve got a lot of research you want to do, and there’s a lot of you out there. And we’re here to help you. So please come to VINCI, and we’re more than happy to assist you with your needs. I’d like to thank you all for coming today on behalf of VINCI, and we appreciate our researchers and all the work they do to help our veterans. Thanks again. And thank you, Rob, for hosting. 

Rob:	Tim, we got one more in. Another one from Hailey. I forgot if you already explained this. “How long is a project stored on VINCI?”

Tim Trautman:	Oh, okay. So once you start a project on VINCI, as long as it’s going, you’ll have a VINCI Workspace. At some point, studies close, and then what you’ll do is you’ll actually submit a DART amendment to close your study with your data stewards. And following closing that study, if you notify VINCI, VINCI will close our all your resources for access. And then we archive our data containing resources like file shares and databases. And those will be archived for six years per the records control schedule 10-1. If it’s a NARA, which is National Archives and Records Administration, for certain specific studies that require—that are so exceptional and so important that their data needs to be maintained indefinitely. Then we’ll maintain that data indefinitely in an archive. But we’ll hold onto closed-out study data for about six years before deleting it. And then thank you, Hailey. 

Rob:	Tim, Andrew Holbrook just sent in a question saying that it’s a good time to mention Steve’s presentation next month. Do you want to do that, or would you like me to? 

Tim Trautman:	Will you? 

Rob:	Sure. Well, what Andrew said—and he’s our contact for the VINCI Cyberseminars—is that Steve Oostema— Am I pronouncing that correct? 

Tim Trautman:	Oostema, yeah. 

Rob:	Oostema. Will do a presentation on those VINCI services that Tim just mentioned, like patient lists, feasibilities, et cetera. So please, keep an eye out for that and join us next month. I think that’s all the questions that we have, Tim. 

Tim Trautman:	Great, and please, join that Cyberseminar next month. It really does an in-depth dive into stuff that I only touched on.

Rob:	Thanks, Tim. Once again, everybody, vinci@va.gov, those people are incredibly helpful. So send them an email, and you too can look like the after picture of Albert Einstein. Thanks again, Tim. Thanks, everybody, for joining. If it’s okay with you, Tim, I’m just going to go ahead and close. 

Tim Trautman:	Thank you. 


		[image: Logo

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

CONFIDENTIAL - Page 1		Transcribed by Research Transcriptions	
image1.png




