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Trautman: Today I want to talk about VINCI, which is the VA Informatics and Computing Infrastructure. A little bit about VINCI, some background is we were stablished in 2008 at the Salt Lake City VAMC to improve data access and security, provide analytical tools and research support. VINCI is a free high-performance computing environment that serves research and business intelligence communities. We also provide mission critical services to some research and business intelligence groups. Some of the other things we offer is the VINCI concierge support and services, as well as being one of the original contributors to the VHA data portal. If you have not heard of the data portal, it is a collaboration between national data systems, Bi-RIC [PH] and VINCI with some help from the data quality group. 

I am going to talk a little bit about what VINCI is and is not. VINCI is a computing workspace. We provide the CPU, RAM and storage. We also provide software in the workspace, both commercial and custom, as well as off the shelf. We also materialize and host data sets, that materialization is done through NBS approved data access, and then studies are given the data that they are approved for, and we make that available to them. We are also a place to do data intensive clinical science research, because we have some big computers. 

What we are not, we do not own the data. We are not a data steward. MDS is a data steward. We do not approve data access through DART; that is National Data Systems again. We do not do data analysis for you, although we soon hope to be offering a service; and we do not provide software outside of the VINCI workspace. So if you wanted SAS on your... so your local machine... we don’t provide that but we can provide SAS within the workspace. 

Our main website is VINCI central and it is at vaww.vinci.med.va.gov and you can see a picture of it on your screen right there. Let me tell you a little bit about it. It contains information on essentially everything VINCI. We have a lot of information on the VINCI workspace, data that is available from VINCI; as well as VINCI concierge, which is our support and studies assistance. We also have a large library of user guides for the VINCI workspace, for the SAS grid, for DART and other applications. You can also access the workspace and applications through our VINCI central website. We also have access to our workspace file upload and download utilities. I say with audit, because when you download from the workspace, it does not matter with regulatory compliance, we audit those downloads to make sure you are not downloading PII and PHI in violation of data use agreements. 

Let me talk about our VINCI workspace. The URL is there at the top, but again that can be accessed from our VINCI central website. The VINCI workspace has two interfaces. One is what you are looking at right now, which is a web interface. This allows you to directly select a program within the workspace, open that program, and then start using it accessing your files there within the workspace. You can also click on the link that is central, in the middle of the screen there, and it will take you directly into your virtual machine in the workspace, which looks just like your desktop. Then you may use it that way if you please. 

Let me talk about the workspace. The VINCI workspace comes in two very [6-sec. gap in audio]. The standard workspace has a standardized environment. It has abundant resources, it has software restrictions, however, and you do not have any administrator privileges on the workspace. However, our development workspace, which we have a few of compared to the number of standard workspaces, are special purpose usage. For example, custom coding, or use of non-standard software, and you do get administrator privileges on development workspace. 

Now let me talk a little bit in detail about each of these. The standard workspace runs Windows server 2008 Enterprise R2 and has service pack two on it. We are currently undergoing upgrade to 2012. As I said, there are no administrative permissions, you have a fixed software package, there are four shared logical processors, and shared sixteen gigabytes of RAM, but you can request more. And when you’re given a workspace, you are given ten gigabytes on an H Drive for your personal folder, an then when you bring a project in to VINCI, we give you a hundred gigabytes on the P Drive, and this is your data storage folder, and you can request more. Of course, the workspace has tape and disc back up so that your data is secure. 

What you have on the screen right now is a layout of the workspace architecture, so when you enter into the workspace, you get access to application servers, database servers, file servers, as well as SAS grid servers. 

Next, let’s talk about the development workspace. The Windows server 2008 Enterprise R2 service pack two operating system also undergoing upgrade to 2012, we have administrative permissions. You can install additional software yourself, and we have what is called an S Drive available in the workspace, which has a number of installers available, so you can install whatever you need. It has a lot of applications for doing software coding and development. You get one logical processor, but you can request more. You get four gigabytes of RAM and again you can request more. You get your ten-gigabyte personal drive, you will get your hundred-gigabyte project drive, and of course, that workspace has tape and disc back up as well. 

On your screen, you will see now that we have the workspace architecture that is very similar to our standard architecture. You will enter into the development workspace server, which will give you the full screen; and then again, from there you can access application servers, database servers, file servers and your SAS grid servers. 

Now we will talk a little bit about software and collaboration. VINCI does provide STATA, R, SAS, SPSS, MatLab, NLP and other software within the workspace. The VINCI workspace and shared priority folders allow for national collaboration in a research group. It can be accessed from outside the VA through CAG and Rescue, which is handy for university collaborators. 

VINCI does data security for you, so when you bring in data, or we provide data, it is all behind the VINCI firewall in the workspace, so you don’t have to worry about data security, we do. 

A little bit about the VINCI SAS grid. One of the beauties of VINCI is we have this very large SAS grid, and because of that, we have load balancing and parallel processing. We support a large SAS community. We can use the existing SAS programs; there is a small learning curve if you are already familiar with SAS; availability and automatic fail over. There is also less down time, so that means more research. It is easy to administer, and we have several consultants available for help and support to users. Currently we have SAS 9.3 and 9.4. 

A little bit about SAS enterprise guide for those who do use SAS. It is a standard for coding and grid access. It is enhanced and has automatic features. It is easy to configure and use. It has wizards for any function, and you are able to develop SQL pass through queries. That is an easy way to use SAS dot access your SQL database. We currently have versions 5.1 and 6.1. 

I am moving right along, ahead of schedule, but that brings us to our first poll, and Heidi, if you would like to go ahead and conduct that poll. 

Moderator: Okay, here is our first poll question. We are just looking for a select all that apply. I have not used the VINCI workspace, I have used the VINCI workspace, I have used the VINCI SAS grid, I want to use the VINCI workspace and/or I want to use the VINCI SAS grid. Responses are coming in, I will give ya’ll just a few more seconds and then we’ll show the results on the screen here. Okay, it looks like it is slowing down here. So, here are our results. Seventy percent have not used the VINCI workspace, twenty-six percent have used it, twelve percent have used the VINCI SAS grid, thirty-seven percent want to use the VINCI workspace, and twenty-two percent want to use the VINCI SAS grid. Thank you everyone for your responses. 

Trautman:	That is great. Let’s take a moment to talk about VINCI data. VINCI has a CDW live data server for research use. VINCI also has a static CDW data server with Fiscal Year 12 and Fiscal Year 13 snapshot copies of CDW production data. VINCI serves CDW production and raw data along with TIU notes, DSSS, which is now MCA, MedSAS and Bio Status data for research users. VINCI has CDW data descriptions on VINCI central, and for each of the domains that we have, you will be able to find a specific data description that talks about the tables. Some have the ER diagrams as well.  You can also input your own data into the workspace, so if you already developed your own dataset, you can bring that into VINCI as well. 

Now I want to talk a moment about what we have called the VINCI concierge service. Essentially, this is all of our customer facing interaction where we can help you with one on one inquiries. So we provide support for VINCI, both technical and otherwise. We have training and education, so for instance, this cyber seminar, as well as online we are VINCI central website, we have a number of training videos and links to other cyber seminars, as well as some PowerPoints. 

We can help with data access and DART, DART being Data Access Request Tracker, and that is what National Data Systems uses to approve data access to CDW data. We will shout out, DART was built by VINCI, but it is MDS business process. Another thing we can do is a data needs assessment; and what this is, you send us what kind of data you are looking for, a specific field, or specific ICD-9 codes, and we can tell you which data domains that data lives in, and then you will know what data to request when doing your DART request. What we ask is that you just send us a protocol or any information that you have on the data that you need, and then we can determine from that what you need to request. 

Moderator: I am sorry; I need to interrupt for just a moment. We received a request from our captioner, if you could let her know what slide number you are on as we are going through. She is not able to get into the webinar, and she needs to know where you are while she is putting the captions in. 

Trautman: Okay. Currently on slide seventeen. Okay, project needs assessment; you are just starting out and you want to conduct research in the VA. But you don’t really know where to start, you don’t know who to talk to, you don’t know what’s required, what the policies are, where the data is, what resources are available to you, just contact us and we can walk you through all the steps necessary. We will do like a little interview to find out what your objectives are, what you’re looking for, and what you want to achieve. Then we can help you design... we won’t do the protocol for you, but we can help you get the study set up and tell you that you need to do this in step one, step two do this, step three do this... and we can walk you through that. And of course, all through the study we can help you get set up, walk you through it, and that’s what we’re here for is to help you get going. 

Another thing that we do is feasibility, so if you are looking to create a study, but you do not know how many patients have such and such ICD-9 code, at your facility, or nationally, we can do simple ICD-9 counts, so again, we do not really get into complex counts, but we can do fairly simple ones. Like, I need this code, this code and this code, but not this code and for these locations over these dates. That is fairly simple for us, and we can tell you how many people fit the criteria that you send to us. 

Another service we provide is the VINCI happy hour. It is an open question and answer forum that we hold every third Wednesday of the month from three to four p.m. eastern time, you can find announcements on our VINCI central webpage, and we’ll have a link to that forum. It is basically a free for all, so you just ask a question and we have VINCI staff, as well as staff from MDS, BioRic and CDW on the line, and we can answer questions about just about everything, data... all the things you see on screen right now. 

One of the things we’re looking to create, and we’re working on right now, it’s not yet available, is we’re going to roll out some fee based services. For example, clinical trial recruitment, so that is where you need to send out letters to prospective patients and we can help with that. We can also do annotation and chart review for your study. We also do natural language processing, so when you’re using TI enotes for example, and you’re trying to pull out instances of myocardial infarction or something like that, we can help you with that as well. We also are going to be providing analytics and data services to help you with managing your data and doing analysis of the data. And then we’ll also have application development, so if you need small modules built to enhance, for example, natural language processing, we’ll be able to help you with that. Slide eighteen. 

Slide nineteen, we have come to our second poll, on VINCI, so Heidi, if you would, please take over and do that poll. 

Moderator: Certainly, okay select all that apply, I am interested in IRB research, I am interested in operations research, I am a researcher, IRB or operations, or I assist with research, IRB or operation. We will give it a few more moments here for people to respond. Oh yeah, we just got a comment in here. Poll says to select all, but only allows selection of one. I apologize; I think that was my mistake when I was setting it up. I am not sure if I can go in and change that right now. No, it will not let me. Okay, I am not sure if it will let you do that now, but I did make that quick change, but we are at about eighty-two percent voted, so I may just close things out and I will see where we are with that. I apologize, that is my mistake there. Okay, the results that we have here, ten percent interested in IRB research, sixteen percent interested in operations research, thirty three percent researcher IRB or Operations, and forty-one percent assist with research IRB or operations. Thank you. 

Trautman: Thank you Heidi, that is interesting that we have as many operations people on this as there are. That is good to hear. Okay, continuing on to slide twenty, getting towards the end here, become a VINCI user. Currently there are three thousand, seven hundred and thirteen users of the VINCI workspace. Of those, one thousand, three hundred and twenty-two are research folders, so we have essentially that many research projects in the workspace; and currently two hundred and sixty-three operations projects. We are an improved secure central analytical platform for performing IRB research and supporting clinical operations activities. We are, of course, work under authority top rate, granted by the VA. 

Slide 21, we’ll talk a little bit about how to become a VINCI user for IRB research, new projects for MDS approved data access, you’ll want to use the data access request tracker, that’s the DART program that I was talking about. While I am on this, I will talk a little bit about DART. In DART, it is essentially a wizard, in which you will enter in some of your study information. You will enter in the participants, and by participants, I mean the researchers doing the research, and the data analysis people and so forth. Then we will select data sources that you want access to on the third page, and then finally on the fourth page, a rules engine will take all the information that you entered in the previous pages about participants, locations and data sources being requested. It will tell you a list of documents that are required for that data access request. Then, once you upload all those documents, you’ll go ahead and submit that and that submittal goes to National Data Systems, NDS, who will do an initial review on the DART request to make sure it’s complete. If it is not complete, they will send it back for a change request so you can make changes to it, and then resubmit it. Once they’re complete with their initial review, they’ll send it to additional reviewers, such as privacy, security and ORD. ORD just handed over a review of their portion for Real SSN to VIREC and Linda Kok so that’s a small change recently. Once all the additional reviewers approve the request, it is then sent back to NDS for a final review. Once they do their final review, the request will be approved, and you will be notified by DART, and if you requested a VINCI as your data storage location, VINCI is automatically notified and we will set up a VINCI workspace along with a project folder, then add your study personnel to that folder for access. 

Also, VINCI will be notified that you need data, so that approved data access request goes to one of our data managers, who will work with you one on one to pull that data. What happens is they create a correspondence site and they go back and forth with you and you develop your cohort and then once you reach a stage where you’re satisfied with it, we will pull the associated data for that cohort. That is DART in a nutshell. 

Back to becoming a VINCI user for operations, what you want to do is new projects for NDS approved data access, you need to get NDS healthcare operations approval first, and there’s a link on the screen, it’s on the VHA data portal. Then, after you have approval, you will use the CDW project request form, following the request of VINCI workspace for operations guide. The CDW project request form is a little cryptic for new users, so please follow the guide. That will allow CDW to set you up with a VINCI workspace for operations and give you operational access to data. 

Lastly, if you have your own data already, many studies do, they collect their own data at their local facility. They are not pulling data from any national database, so they develop their own set of cohort and associated data, and they are just looking to bring it into VINCI to take advantage of the data security and the analytical tools that are available. If you already have your own data and would like to use VINCI, simply contact VINCI@va.gov and one of our VINCI concierge staff will work with you to get that data moved over and get you set up in the workspace. 

Slide 22, resources. I put in here a list of resources, VINCI central and the link to it. That is everything VINCI. There’s the VHA data portal which... again, we tried to make it one stop shopping for data needs and data access, as well as access to tools and resources, so NDS, VIReC and VINCI essentially pooled all our resources and all of our information to create one, one-stop shopping data portal. There is the VIReC website. It is a great resource for data information and research user guides and how to do research in the VA. It gets into a lot of detail about datasets and they do a great job with their site. 

There is CDW. CDW has a portal where you can go and look at the CDW data information. They also have lots of data subscriptions and ER diagrams, as well as support information. It also has information on what domains are a CDW production, which ones are CDW raw, production being it’s been cleaned up and made ready for research use, whereas raw is exactly what it sounds like. They just pull the data and it has not been cleaned, or made research ready. I will take that data with a grain of salt. 

Lastly, if you have not already, the HSRData-L Listserve is one of the best resources, I think, for research in the VA. It is set up and run by VIReC. Researchers will post questions to other researchers on the Listserve and between the hundreds and hundreds of people on it; someone usually has an answer for you. Or has worked with that data, or understands the query you’re trying to build, or the SQL query, or how to use SAS, there’s no limit to the topics, and there’s always someone on the Listserve that’s willing to help you. So if you have not signed up for that already, please do. 

That brings us to the end, slide 23 questions and if after the cyber seminar, if you do not have any questions, or... sorry, if you do have questions, send them to VINCI@va.gov. 

Okay Heidi, you can take some questions now. 

Moderator: Fantastic and the questions are coming in. We have a good amount of time for questions, so everyone please feel free to submit any questions. Use that question panel in the go to webinar pane on the right hand side of your screen. The first question we have, how do we [7-second gap in audio]

Trautman:	Heidi, you just dropped off... are you still there?

Moderator:	I was... yes, I got a sign up on my screen audio, and connection has been disabled. Once again, how do we import our own data? 

Trautman:	You would contact VINCI, first to set up your workspace and create a P Drive folder for your data. Then we have a VINCI file upload utility and it is a simple web page where you would select the file that you want to upload, and then you select your P Drive or your H Drive in the VINCI workspace as click upload. It uploads to your folder called upload in either of those drives. That utility can transfer up to two gigabytes at a time. It is a very simple utility for transferring information up into the VINCI workspace. 

Moderator: The next question, is the VA vital status file, the vital status information that can be accessed through VINCI? 

Trautman:	Yes, we have the vital status available. It is one of the CDW domains. 

Moderator:	What is the turnaround time for these types of requests? 

Trautman: If you are talking about a DART request, it takes about a month for the approvals to go through. If you are talking about an operate... NDS Healthcare Operations request, I think they do it in a matter of days; the same with preparatory research requests. Now, if you are looking to bring your own data in, and you do not need any data approvals, we at VINCI can set you up with your workspace within a week, easily. 

Moderator: The next question, who, and maybe a phone number, do we contact to get the project needs assessments. 

Trautman:	VINCI@va.gov would be your best bet. If you want to call, it is 801-588-5271 and I will put that in the chat, so either of those methods would work. 

Moderator: Will any of the fee-based services, i.e. chart review, be available for operations, or non-research activities? 

Trautman:	They are still determining that at this time. They are still working through some of the regulatory issues about providing that service. I cannot give you a firm answer to that right now; but if you will send me an e-mail to VINCI@va.gov in say a month or so, we will be able to let you know. 

Moderator: Could you explain CDW live data server? 

Trautman:	That is when we give you access to the dataset that you are approved for in VINCI, the data on CDW is updated nightly. The data is never more than twenty-four hours old usually. I think the TIU notes are updated every twenty-four to forty-eight hours just due to the size of the data because it has some two-point-six billion TIU notes in it. It is a little big, so when we say live, that means it is updated nightly. 

Moderator: It needs to be asked, I apologize in advance for having to ask this. VINCI has a reputation for being difficult to work with, and to be avoided at all costs. Do you have any comments on this? 

Trautman: I think that reputation has grown out of people that have not actually used the workspace. Early on, there were some teething problems that we had with lag time within our systems, but that has been resolved at the AITC. Usually, the problems that people have are not with VINCI it is actually with the VA network, the LAN that tends to be slower than... which is much slower than actual VINCI network; and people complain about that, but that is outside of our control. Also, I don’t know if you’re aware, but each location has their own local computer policies that are applied to your computer. Some locations have policies that have a lot of overhead in them, so it really slows down their ability to use the workspace. Other than that, I think all the teething problems have been taken care of, so I would actually encourage people to use the workspace. Plus, we do the data security for you and provide the software. 

Moderator: VIReC versus VINCI? 

Trautman: Actually, I am not sure... VIReC does wonderful things. They are an information resource center, so they provide a ton of information, more information than VINCI does; but it is kind of apples and oranges. VINCI is more of a computing and analytical platform and providing services; and they provide a great number of support, services and information to researchers; so, it is kind of apples and oranges. I think they are both great. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Moderator: As background for a letter of intent, we need to get numbers about the nationwide frequency of [inaud.] form disorders in Veterans enrolled in VA. Can we provide the ICD-9 codes of interest, but we would need help with figuring out the various places those codes may be collected and stored. What are the steps we would need to take to get help with this? 

Trautman: Send us the information that you have, the ICD-9 codes, the locations you want to search, the dates that you want to search, to VINCI@VA.gov and we will hand that off to one of our feasibility people who will look up those codes and the location of that data and get back to you. 

Moderator:	Could you explain ER diagrams in CDW? 

Trautman:	The diagrams are basically showing the linkage between the tables within CDW; how this key relates to this table on foreign keys. It’s a lot of database gobbledygook, but essentially, it shows how things are related within the database. 

Moderator:	What is the difference between MedSAS data and CDW data? 

Trautman: Actually, CDW encompasses everything including MedSAS, so MedSAS would just be a subset of CDW data. 

Moderator:	I apologize, I may be... because they are worded a little bit differently, I may be touching on some of the same topics. Feel free to let me know if I am. About how long does it take to go through the DART process and establish a VINCI folder? 

Trautman: As I mentioned earlier, DART would take about a month and then VINCI folder about another week, and then if you need VINCI data, one of our data managers will just work with you one on one until you’ve developed your proper cohort and determined that yes, that’s the data you want. That can vary, depending on how much data you’re looking for, how complex the cohort is and how... it could take anywhere from a week to several weeks of going back and forth. So that’s the timeline in a nutshell. 

Moderator:	Please discuss obtaining cost data and mortality data through VINCI. 

Trautman:	We can point you to... if you wanted to get a hold of that for research, you would do a DART request and we can tell you which data domains those particular data items are in for your DART request. Once your DART is approved, we can pull that data and make it available for you in the workspace. I would also like to stop and mention; you do not have to store data in VINCI. If you want that extracted data stored on one of your local servers, we can arrange that too. By arranged, I mean you have your RSSO set up the server and we can provide the data to you. 

Moderator:	Is the concierge available to everyone? And are there any costs for using this service? 

Trautman:	The concierge service is free and it is available to researchers and operations people. We are happy to help anyone who needs help with VINCI or any of our related resources. So, just send an e-mail to VINCI@ va.gov and that will help you. 

Moderator:	If an investigator is participating in one VINCI project, wishes to request approval for another project, is it necessary to submit another 9957 form? 

Trautman:	The answer is yes. The 9957 is project specific. 

Moderator:	Is there a charge for non-employees? I am a researcher in an academic institution with a VA adjunct appointment. 

Trautman:	We would be happy to help you; as long as you have a VA appointment, you are considered VA to us. 

Moderator:	How does VINCI compare to Cloud computing services like Amazon web services, assuming de-identified data would both be viable research platforms. 

Trautman:	Actually, many people consider VINCI a Cloud environment since it’s virtual. We can help you... we store everything at our servers at AITC in Austin, and that is where the project folders and the CDW data live. What was the second part of that question? 

Moderator:	Assuming de-identified data would both be viable research platforms. 

Trautman:	I do not understand that, but yes, we can provide de-identified data in the VINCI workspace; and by de-identified I mean lacking USSN or scrambled SSN. 

Moderator:	Is access to the CDW production data, and/or MedSAS data included in a VINCI set up, or do these data need to be requested? 

Trautman:	You need to request the data first, and then we can set you up with the workspace once you are approved for access to the data. 

Moderator:	Data requests from the CDW are delivered to the VINCI workspace in what kind of format? 

Trautman:	Usually it is a SQL database that we give you access to, however if the amount of data requested is small enough, we can provide it in other formats such as Excel or flat files; but usually it is a SQL database. 

Moderator:	How soon will service for clinical trial recruitment be available? 

Trautman:	 Again, we are still working on approvals to do that. It is coming soon, I would check back with VINCI in at least a month and we can let you know what the status of that is. 

Moderator:	Is there a connection between VSSC and VINCI? Can one access VSSC data via VINCI? 

Trautman:	VINCI does not have VSSC data to my knowledge. 

Moderator:	Are you able to access Capri or Vista on VINCI for medical chart review? 

Trautman:	No, Capri is actually an application that is run outside the workspace, so you cannot access it from within the workspace. 

Moderator:	Radiology reports separate from TIU documents. 

Trautman:	The radiology data is in its own database. I do not know if the radiology notes are included with it, but any other type of note would be in the TIU note, so you would probably want both of those. 

Moderator:	Is the preparatory research request available in the DART request? 

Trautman:	No, it is not; it is a separate request process. There is information on the BHA data portal on how to do a preparatory research request. DART is only for IRB research at this time. 

Moderator:	What is done to remove potential PII/PHI from free form text fields? 

Trautman:	Actually, when you request, for example, TIU notes, you actually have to get real SSN access to that. Because the notes can contain social security numbers; so, there are no de-identifying TIU notes. We only provide real SSN access to TIU. 

Moderator:	Can we do a project and/or needs assessment in preparation for research, i.e. when a study has been designed and funding is being sought. 

Trautman: 	Absolutely, we are here to help you get set up and give you any information you need on how to move forward, so yeah, we are happy to do that. 

Moderator:	Can you give an example of why operations would use VINCI versus accessing CDW production directly? 

Trautman:	Usually the reason people bring operations projects into VINCI is to use the analytical tools. We have lots of tools like RSPSS, SAS among others, so usually the reason is they don’t have access to analytical tools, but they have access to data, so the best of both worlds is inside of VINCI. 

Moderator:	How often does the software in VINCI get updated, and does VINCI use an open source? How do we use open source with VINCI software? 

Trautman:	VINCI does have some open source software and the commercial software that we purchase, of course, is subject to VA purchasing cycles. We try to stay up to date on the bigger packages, as far as purchasing the newest versions. We are usually fairly up to date. If you want to bring in your own software, that you own, such as M-Plus, we can set you up a development workspace and you can install your own software. 

Moderator:	How soon before STATA 13 is on the workspace? 

Trautman:	I do not know that. I am not sure if it is in purchasing or not. We have our IT program manager that handles the contracting and purchasing and I do not have a status on that. 

Moderator:	Some of the DART paperwork is not easy to understand. Can you do a webinar on how to fill that out and see it through the approval process? 

Trautman:	Actually, what we have started doing is adding appendices to the DART user guide on how to fill out some of the forms. Right now appendix 8 is on the research request memo and appendix B is on the 9957, which is the one that really stumps everyone. We can do a webinar on that in the future, but right now, go to the DART user guide and take a look at that. That helps you with some of the DART things that trip people up. 

Moderator:	What are the processes that a researcher needs to complete if the researcher has a DART approved project and moves from one VA facility to another VA facility? I do understand it would be necessary to secure IRB approval in the new institution. 

Trautman:	That is correct. You would need an IRB from the new institution, and then you would have to do a DART amendment and upload... make it a multi-site study, and then DART will ask you for the new IRB and associated documents. Plus, you’ll have to change yourself as a participant from the old facility to the new facility. The reason for that is of course for regulatory issues, but the other is when you move from one facility to another, you get a new VA log in identity, and so you will need... and that is how we manage the data access within VINCI is by your active directory credentials. So you would need to update that by changing yourself out as a participant to the new location. 

Moderator:	What format is raw data? 

Trautman:	SQL. 

Moderator:	Okay, nice quick answer there. Does VINCI support Red Cap? 

Trautman:	Yes, actually Red Cap is hosted on VINCI’s servers, but Red Cap belongs to VIReC. But we do support Red Cap. 

Moderator:	Next question, are the full HERC patient level cost data, in-patient, outpatient pharmacy, total cost per Veteran per year available through VINCI? 

Trautman:	I do not know that off the top of my head. If you would like for the person asking the question, if you would  like to send that question to VINCI @va.gov, we’d be happy to research that and get back to you. 

Moderator:	Can VINCI assist in getting Medicare mortality data for Veterans into VINCI to complement the VA vital statistics data? 

Trautman:	Actually, we do not handle the CMS data. We are making it available in VINCI, but we are not the approving authority for that. You would need to go to; I believe it is VIReC, for the CMS data for research, and the MAC for operations access to that data. Those are the two places to go and get access approvals. 

Moderator:	When on DART, does everyone who has access to DART see the same things, or only what you have personally uploaded for submission? 

Trautman:	When you create a DART request, the people that you add as participants to your DART request can see the request. You will not be able to see other people’s requests though if you do not belong to that particular DART request. So it is controlled by active directory, so only that request that you are involved with, you will be able to see. 

Moderator:	I know this question overlaps, but can you have prep to research data sent to VINCI once it has been approved? How long does it usually take for NDS to get back to you, and how long would it take to establish a VINCI folder?

Trautman:	NDS usually approves that within a matter of days, and then we can set you up with a workspace in a matter of days. But I believe that’s up to you to get the data and bring it into the workspace with NDS’s approval, of course. 

Moderator:	Who can we contact for support for using Red Cap? Specifically using Java Script. I’m sorry, the page jumped there; specifically using Java Script in Red Cap. 

Trautman: I would contact VIReC. 

Moderator:	We had somebody earlier who had messaged in that they were not able to get to the VINCI intranet site. I messaged them back saying they had to be within the VA. But now she’s asking, what if I am working from home and need to use VINCI? She works from home primarily. 

Trautman:	If you VPM in through Rescue or CAG, you can access all of the VINCI resources. You can open up a browser and go to VINCI central, or the VHA data portal. You can also open up a remote desktop connection and VPN right into the VINCI workspace as well, or go in through the web interface; but we recommend, once you are in the CAG, you use remote desktop connection. 

Moderator:	We have IRB and VA RND approval for a data repository in epidemiologic analyses on data in the repository. Is there a way for different investigators using the repository data under the approved protocol, to get their own VINCI workspace without each investigator having to go through the full DART process? 

Trautman:	Usually when you go through the DART process, we create just one project folder for one set of data. However, if there is some sort of special circumstance where we need to split up access and control access to different parts of the data that might be something we might be able to do. However, just so people are aware, we only control access to the project folder at the root level.  Any sub folders that you create, everyone will have access to that within the... have access to the root folder as well, so we only control permissions down to the root folder. I hope that helped. 

Moderator:	Hopefully it does. That is all of the questions that we received, perfect timing on that. Kim, I really want to thank you so much for taking the time for this session. I know the audience really appreciated it. I have been getting some e-mails about it, so I know people are thrilled that you gave this cyber seminar. I just want to let everyone know that this is going to be a monthly seminar. What is it, the first Thursday of every month at three p.m. eastern? You can watch for that, we will be sending regular registration announcements out for that, so feel free to just block that on your calendar, we will be having this every month. 

Trautman:	I would like to mention that next month’s topic will be solely on the VINCI workspace. I will be talking about all the attributes and features of the workspace; the SAS grid, and how to access data within the workspace and the programs. 

Moderator:	Fantastic. As I close out the session today, you all will be prompted with a feedback form. One of the questions in the feedback form is to let us know any other topics you would like cyber seminars on. Feel free to use that if you do have something specific that you would like to request. I am not going to promise it is going to be an upcoming topic, but I am sure the VINCI would like to hear what people are looking for. With that, we are just about at the top of the hour, Tim, thank you so much for taking the time to prepare and present for us today. We really appreciate the time you put into this. For the audience, thank you everyone for joining us. We hope you are able join us next month for the VINCI session, or we hope to see you at a future HSR and D cyber seminar. Thank you everyone for joining us. 
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