HSR&D Weekly Summary Notes on COVID-19 to the Field
March 27, 2020

We recognize all the ways you are affected by COVID and our response to it.  We promise to do all we can in HSR&D to support VA’s efforts to respond to clinical needs, keep your staff supported and safe, keep your research going under these difficult circumstances, and accommodate individual projects when we emerge from this crisis.  We cannot make absolute promises at this point but understand that most research will be significantly delayed and may need extensions at the end of projects.  Because situations change daily, we intend to send out a weekly communication that succinctly summarizes new activities, issues and decisions from the week. 

· COVID-19 Funding Announcement Released March 18, 2020--Due April 6, 2020
Please refer to this link for application details https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/Rapid-Response-Projects_COVID19.pdf.   Subsequent applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis through July 1, 2020. Formal letters of support are NOT required.  If you have any questions regarding this announcement and funding mechanism, please do not contact the program offices but submit them to vhacoordcoin@va.gov.  

· Funding to Accommodate COVID-Related Challenges
[bookmark: _GoBack]We understand the particular demands on our clinical investigators.  We do not think we will be able to change RFA deadlines and still ensure that our overall review will be effectively processed. We are, however, willing to discuss ideas to help accommodate your unique challenges.  Please e-mail your suggestions to David Atkins (David.Atkins@VA.gov) and Naomi Tomoyasu (Naomi.Tomoyasu@VA.gov). We cannot guarantee that all ideas will be implemented but we will try our best to accommodate your needs.  

· FAQs related to COVID-19  (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19)
Please thoroughly read the FAQs developed by ORD on the share point site (under ORD Notices and Guidance); they will be updated weekly based on questions we receive from the field.  Of special importance is the diagram on project modifications (PMO) at the end of the FAQs.   Note:  TEMPORARY changes in Aims, Methods, or PI Effort, in response to COVID-19 do NOT require a Project Modification.  However, when budget changes related to COVID-19 need to be executed at this time, submit a PMO.  When it is known that a project extension is needed, submit a PMO for review no later than 3-months before the current end date.  If you are unclear, please contact your program managers in the individual services. 

· COVID-19 National Surveillance Tool (COVID-NST) 
The COVID-19 National Bio-Surveillance team is developing definitive VA data on COVID testing, diagnoses, drug utilization among many other key data elements.   We are working with various partners to develop a comprehensive set of patient, treatment, covariates, and outcomes to be included in a data set that will be available from the COVID-19 Surveillance team and transferred to VINCI. ORD is working with PBM in one study on the use of off-label drugs that are FDA-approved for other health conditions that could be “repurposed” for COVID-19.  We expect to be able to make data available on COVID tests and diagnoses shortly through VINCI.  Please DO NOT CONTACT the operations partners about obtaining these data. 

· ESP Efforts 
We have engaged the ESP program to help coordinate responses to clinical queries related to COVID-19, including “ultra-rapid reviews”.  If you are interested in contributing to this effort, please contact Nicole Floyd at Nicole.Floyd@va.gov.  

· Maximum Telework 
The Executive in Charge, Dr. Rich Stone, sent a memo on 3/21/20 recommending maximum telework for all staff able to do so. If you are having trouble negotiating this locally for research staff, please contact Ms. Liza Catucci at Liza.catucci@va.gov.
