HSR&D Weekly Summary Notes on COVID-19 to the Field
April 3, 2020


 Hello everybody,
 
We hope that the HSR&D Weekly Summary Notes have been helpful.  They were our attempt to help reduce the barrage of COVID-19 related information that you are likely getting from multiple sources and to clarify questions you may have regarding funding, RFA announcements, project modifications etc.   
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We would like to continue sending these summaries to our HSR&D investigators, but we would appreciate any feedback regarding the kinds of information that would be most relevant or helpful to you.  If you would like to share your ideas, please send them to Naomi.Tomoyasu@va.gov . 
 
We appreciate your commitment and flexibility during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Please stay safe!


As most by now are aware the challenges from COVID-19 are coming fast and furiously.  Since last week (in dog years, it feels like months or years), it is becoming clear that the wave of COVID is breaking on VA and that our clinical colleagues and patients are undergoing significant times.  Our original thoughts of a more orderly process for funding ideas may not be sufficient to this crisis. Please continue to brainstorm ways we each can contribute to learning rapidly from innovation in a crisis, pitching in to help with educational interventions, etc.  and what HSR&D can do to facilitate this.  Please share your ideas with us and e-mail them to vhacoordcoin@va.gov. 
 
· COVID19 Funding Announcement Update---Due April 6, 2020
The first round of applications for the COVID-19 Rapid Response funding opportunity, is due this Monday April 6, 2020.  https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/Rapid-Response-Projects_COVID19.pdf.   Subsequent applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis through July 1, 2020.  Formal letters of support are NOT required.  If you have any questions regarding this announcement, please do not contact the program offices but submit them to vhacoordcoin@va.gov.  HSR&D has been working to establish criteria and processes to streamline reviews and funding distribution.  

· Obtaining IRB Approval before Changing to Remote Approaches 
IRB approval is not needed before implementing changes from face-to-face approaches to remote strategies.  We have confirmed with the head of ORPPE, that you can make the changes immediately – but you need to notify IRB within 10 days.  Temporary changes do not require a project modification but please send your changes to vhacohsrdpm@va.gov and copy your project officer.

· Signing on Behalf of the VAMC Director 
Any member of the leadership team (such as the ACOS-R) with designated authority can sign on behalf of the medical director.  The official signature block containing the name of the VAMC Director must include the word “for” prior to the typed name so it is clear that the individual signing the letter of support is doing so on behalf of the VAMC Director.
  
· COVID-19 National Surveillance Tool (COVID-NST) 
The COVID-19 National Bio-Surveillance team plans to release a national dashboard that will compile data on patients tested, diagnosed cases, staffing, ventilators and other operational data to help facilities plan.  VINCI is working with other partners (NIH, CSP, PH Surveillance, PBM) to define a common set of data extracted from CDW that allow us to examine questions on Risk, Diagnosis, Prognosis, Treatment, and Outcomes.  The Office of Research & Development/VINCI will receive the data set in approximately 2 weeks to explore approved uses and studies.  In the interim, please refer your questions to David Atkins. Please DO NOT contact Joe Francis or any the COVID-19 Surveillance Team. 
  
· “COVID-19 Resources for the HSR&D Research Community” page. HSR&D is hosting a page to keep investigators up to date with information about research related COVID. The “COVID-19 Resources for the HSR&D Research Community” page includes links to the Rapid Response RFA, other announcements, the ORD SharePoint site, these weekly summary notes, and COVID literature databases. The link to this HSR&D COVID page is pinned to the What’s New section of the HSR&D Homepage and can be accessed directly here: https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/covid19.cfm .
 
Helpful Links related COVID-19
· ORD Share Point site: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19)
· ORD/HSR&D e-mail: ORDCOVI19@va.gov

