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Dear Colleagues,
Thank you for sharing what is happening in the field and stories that highlight the incredible commitment and strength everybody is showing as they struggle through the COVID-19 crisis. We know many researchers are taking on long hours of clinical responsibilities, trying to manage their research while caring for their out-of-school children, or taking care of their families or friends who have been infected with COVID-19. There was one extraordinary story of a VA emergency department physician in NYC, who is currently on the front lines, stressed, and living in a hotel to be apart from his family to keep them safe. There are likely so many other stories of courage like this throughout the country.  HSR&D will continue to do our best to support your research during these hard times. Please continue to share your ideas of how we can help you during this crisis at vhacoordcoin@va.gov.
COVID-19 Funding Announcement Update
The first round of applications for the COVID-19 Rapid Response funding opportunity came in this Monday 4/6  (https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/Rapid-Response-Projects_COVID19.pdf). Over 120 applications were submitted, of which approximately a quarter focused on telehealth, about a third focused on analytical work using VINCI data, and others focused on treatments and prevention strategies for COVID. We were thrilled that there is so much interest in the field. We expect to make final decisions on proposals by May 1, but for this round are prioritizing those that are time-sensitive and that may inform ongoing COVID activities. Remember that you can also submit COVID research ideas through the SMRB process, which is more appropriate for projects that will require more comprehensive data and will cost more than $150,000. Future rapid response applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis through July 1, 2020. If you have any questions regarding this announcement, please do not contact the program offices but submit them to vhacoordcoin@va.gov. HSR&D has been working to establish criteria and processes to streamline reviews and expedite funding distribution. 
COVID-19 National Surveillance Tool (COVID-NST) 
The COVID-19 National Bio-Surveillance team has released to HSR&D/VINCI the data on testing and diagnostic classification for COVID-19 among Veterans. VINCI is developing guidance that will outline the process for requesting this data set through DART and provide information related to understanding specific data elements for COVID-19. This guidance should be available next week. Please DO NOT contact Joe Francis or any of the COVID-19 Surveillance Team. 
Temporary Changes in Application Submission process
To address some of the concerns and issues raised by investigators in the field due to the COVID-19 crisis, HSR&D has temporarily changed the following requirements to ease the application process:
· Submission of supportive materials such as bio-sketches and descriptions of the research environment can be submitted later once an intent to fund has been released.
· Updated letters of support from operations partners or mentors are not required for resubmissions.
· After much consideration, we have decided we cannot offer a blanket extension of the eRA deadline for HSR&D submissions for the June cycle without having adverse downstream effects on the review process. As always, we will consider individual requests when unique and extraordinary circumstances might justify a short extension.
Helpful Links related COVID-19
--ORD Share Point site: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19) for updated FAQs and other information related to COVID-19

--ORD/HSR&D e-mail: ORDCOVI19@va.gov
P.S.  Interesting findings from Science: Cats can get the new coronavirus, but no evidence that they spread it to humans. Please take care of your cats! 
Susceptibility of ferrets, cats, dogs, and other domesticated animals to SARS–coronavirus 2
For your amusement: BBC announcer and dogs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocA6cg-peLE

