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Dear Colleagues,
This week has been a busy one in terms of funding activities related to COVID-19. Here are some of the highlighted updates.
COVID-19 Funding Announcement Update
We were very excited to see over 120 applications from the first round of the COVID-19 Rapid Response funding opportunity. Given the significant number of applications, we conducted an initial pre-screening of the submissions to prioritize those that were most time-sensitive, timely, and not overlapping with other national efforts. Some proposals with larger budgets will be encouraged to submit for June SMRB as pilots. Following the pre-screening, 60 applications were identified for review by internal (program partners and staff) and external reviewers from other agencies. Future rapid response applications may be submitted on a rolling basis through July 1, 2020 to https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/Rapid-Response-Projects_COVID19.pdf. If you have any questions regarding this announcement, please do not contact the program offices but submit them to vhacoordcoin@va.gov. HSR&D has been working to establish criteria and processes to streamline reviews and expedite funding distribution.
COVID-19 National Surveillance Tool (COVID-NST) 
VINCI has received the COVID-19 case list (positives and negative tested) from the National Bio-surveillance Team and has been working closely with them and many others - MVP, MVP-CHAMPION, CSP, CSPEAR, and investigators and groups from around the country - to define the first set of data elements that build off the case list. Their goal is to release a set of data and definitions that allows the maximum number of research groups to quickly and consistently put VA data to work for Veterans AGAINST COVID-19. VINCI has a team set up to answer questions through VINCI@va.gov and would welcome subject matter expertise to validate and update data that is part of the COVID-19 Shared Data Resource. Individuals who would like access to the VA COVID-19 Shared Data Resource can find instructions here (NOTE: You must be on the VA network to access this.). VINCI has also scheduled a cyber-seminar for next Wednesday, April 22, at noon to review this resource and provide best practices for use. In the interim, please refer your questions to the VINCI mail and DO NOT contact Joe Francis or any of the COVID-19 Surveillance Team. 
A Cross-Service COVID-19 Announcement 
A cross-service program announcement will be released shortly and will highlight priority areas by service. Proposals will be reviewed in usual Merit Review cycles by special emphasis panels where appropriate. HSR&D priority areas may include variations in organization of care, practice, outcomes; costs of care; impacts on staff; impacts on non-ID outcomes, and other ideas for the Summer SMRB.
Synthesizing Evidence from Publications
Researchers from our Evidence Synthesis Program are working to synthesize publications about the novel coronavirus and COVID-19, and to translate that information into usable guidance for clinicians. To date, the ESP group has completed three reports: "Risk of Transmitting COVID-19 During Nebulizer Treatment"; "Intensive Care Unit Length of Stay and Ventilation Days"; and "Corticosteroid Therapy & ARDS for COVID-19 Infection." More are in the works. 
Those three reports can be found on a new website that ESP has just stood up to catalog evidence reviews and make them widely available: www.covid19reviews.org. Our goal of cataloging COVID-19 evidence reviews is to capture the work of evidence synthesis groups in the US and around the world to maximize our collective contributions to all those responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and avoid duplicating efforts. This catalog has been developed in collaboration with WHO and is maintained by staff at the VA Evidence Synthesis Program based in Portland, OR. New evidence reviews and reviews in progress are identified through literature searching and through correspondence with colleagues and content experts. 
Helpful COVID Sites
--ORD Share Point site: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19) for updated FAQs and other information related to COVID-19
--ORD/HSR&D e-mail site: ORDCOVI19@va.gov
-- Submit Research ideas to: vhacoordcoin@va.gov.
--Link to COVID-19 information for VA employees re: https://vaww.insider.va.gov/covid-19/
