[bookmark: _GoBack]HSR&D Weekly Summary Notes on COVID-19 to the Field 
April 24, 2020
Dear Colleagues,
We’d like to thank everybody who has been providing information about what has been happening at their local facilities. In addition to all of our clinician investigators helping on the front lines, we’ve also heard stories from some of our investigators who have been infected themselves, or who have friends, families, and colleagues who have been impacted by COVID. Our hearts go out to you. We continue to be inspired and hopeful that, with your extraordinary commitment, we will get through this crisis together. 
We are also extremely grateful to our community of investigators who are developing innovative research ideas in our fight against COVID. The number of applications submitted for the COVID Rapid Response announcement highlighted your energy and your commitment to helping our Veterans and families affected by this crisis. Please continue to share your ideas and let us know how we can help you during this crisis. You can contact David or me or send us your suggestions to vhacoordcoin@va.gov.
COVID19 Funding Announcement Update 
We have completed the reviews of the COVID-19 Rapid Response applications and will be releasing information regarding awards by the end of next week. Not all submitted applications can be funded based on time-sensitivity, scope of the project proposed, or possible overlap with other national efforts. We are encouraging some proposals with longer term questions and/or larger budgets to submit for the June SMRB as pilots. We will shortly be releasing guidance on COVID-19 research areas where there are still gaps to address for rapid response applications that may be submitted on a rolling basis through July 1, 2020 to https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/Rapid-Response-Projects_COVID19.pdf. If you have any questions regarding this announcement, please do not contact the program offices but submit them to vhacoordcoin@va.gov.
COVID-19 National Surveillance Tool (COVID-NST) 
VINCI has received the COVID-19 case list (positives, presumptive and negative cases) from the National Bio-surveillance Team. The Cyberseminar conducted on Wednesday, April 22nd, was positively received and elicited numerous questions. As was discussed during the Cyberseminar, the COVID Shared Data Source will continue to undergo changes as more information becomes available. VINCI has a team set up to answer questions through VINCI@va.gov. VINCI welcomes subject matter expertise to validate and update data that is part of the COVID-19 Shared Data Resource. Individuals who would like access to the VA COVID-19 Shared Data Resource can find instructions here (NOTE: You must be on the VA network to access this.).
Publication and Preprint guidance 
For COVID related publications, please alert us when you SUBMIT publications or intend to post a preprint on a public site, such as medrxiv.org, by sending your notifications to ORDCOVID19@va.gov. As you may have noticed, media sources are now disseminating findings of preprint studies that have not yet undergone peer review. New guidance to this effect will be disseminated to your ACOS-Rs.
CORRECTION in Temporary Changes in Application Submission process:
Submission of supportive materials such as bio-sketches and descriptions of the research environment CANNOT be submitted after an intent to fund has been released.
Per language in the Summer 2020 RFAs regarding the bio-sketch requirements: The bio-sketch and Other Support documents are required for Senior/Key Personnel and Other Significant Contributors (OSCs), per the instructions in the VA-SF424 AG, Section 3.5, and must be submitted with the application.
Helpful Links related COVID-19
--ORD Share Point site: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19) for updated FAQs and other information related to COVID-19
--ORD/HSR&D e-mail site: ORDCOVID19@va.gov
