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Dear Colleagues, 

Hope you are continuing to stay safe and healthy. Here is HSR&D’s summary of COVID activities for this week.

· COVID19 Funding Announcement Update--- Notifications regarding applications that were not reviewed this cycle were sent on Tuesday, 4/28. Notifications of the review outcomes will be sent on Friday, 5/1 for all applications that were reviewed. A list of the 17 proposals selected for funding will be released on 5/4 as well as additional guidance regarding important gap areas of research that are best supported under this mechanism. Researchers may also submit applications via the standard funding mechanisms (PPO and IIR); the Intent to Submit deadline for the Summer 2020 cycle is May 8, 2020. Submissions in the next round of applications will be on a rolling basis through July 1, 2020. Application information may be found at  https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/Rapid-Response-Projects_COVID19.pdf and questions regarding this announcement can be summited to vhacoordcoin@va.gov. 
 
· COVID Studies of Safety and Effectiveness of Pharmacologics -- HSR&D received numerous applications focused on effectiveness or safety of medications. There has also been a White House effort to bring together VA, DoD, HHS, and DoE to address COVID-related priorities. The VA lead for this effort, Amy Justice, is working with FDA to address some of their priorities including questions around hydroxychloroquine. To pursue additional questions and avoid duplication with other efforts, ORD is assembling a workgroup to identify priority topics related to medication effects and build a collaborative effort with data and methodologic standards. We will be reaching out to investigators to participate in early phases; opportunities for future applications in this area will emerge.

· CLC and COVID Efforts – Efforts are underway by the Executive in Charge to examine factors related to introducing infection and spread of asymptomatic COVID-19 and associated clinical course and outcomes in VA compared to non-VA nursing homes. HSR&D is working with the Providence VA but is interested in contacting other investigators who are already involved in any analyses or projects related to COVID and CLCs. If you are involved in these areas, please contact George Fitzelle at George.fitzelle@va.gov. 

· Social Risk Screener 
A new social risk screener has been developed by HSR&D investigators in collaboration with the Office of Health Equity to identify people at high risk for adverse outcomes of COVID-19 infection. Screening for social risks (e.g., having to go out to work, taking public transportation, living in high density households) may be an important complement to screening for COVID symptoms and clinical risks. The results will be used in combination with symptoms and clinical risks to prioritize individuals for COVID testing and to assess the need for counseling or assistance to minimize exposure.

· Synthesizing evidence from publications: Resource for evidence reviews on COVID-19
The  Evidence Synthesis Program (ESP) has developed a new website to catalog COVID-19 evidence reviews http://covid19reviews.org/. The goal of this catalog is to capture the work of evidence synthesis groups in the US and around the world to maximize the collective contributions to all those responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and avoid duplicating efforts. This catalog was developed in collaboration with WHO and is maintained by staff at the VA ESP Coordinating Center. This resource is intended for both systematic reviewers and for those looking to inform practice or health systems policies.  

· Helpful COVID-19 Links 
-- HSR&D research ideas to: vhacoordcoin@va.gov to send HSR&D research ideas
--ORD Share Point site: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19) for updated 
   FAQs and other information related to COVID-19
--ORD e-mail site: ORDCOVID19@va.gov
    -- COVID Shared Data Source Questions: VINCI@va.gov 
-- For access to instructions re: VA COVID-19 Shared Data Resource:   https://vhacdwdwhweb100.vha.med.va.gov/phenotype/index.php/COVID-19:Shared_Data_Resource#Getting_Access_to_the_COVID-19_Shared_Data_Resource.   
