HSR&D Weekly Summary Notes to the Field
May 8, 2020

Dear Colleagues, 

Hope you are continuing to stay safe and healthy. Here is HSR&D’s summary of COVID activities for this week.

· [bookmark: _Hlk39666507]COVID19 Funding Announcement Update--- 
· First round of review (4/6/2020 deadline). Intent-to-fund notices have been issued for the first round of proposals. A list of these projects are available on the ORD SharePoint Page: https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19/SitePages/Research-Opportunities.aspx. Review of the second round of proposals is currently underway; awards are expected to be announced by June 1, 2020.  
· HOLD ON APPLICATION SUBMISSION. Given potential rapid changes in both evidence and research capacity, we are asking the community to hold off on submitting applications until a revised RFA is issued. The revised RFA, expected to be released May 15, 2020, will provide additional guidance regarding high-priority questions that address evidence gaps and/or complement other VA efforts.

· CLC and COVID Efforts –Veterans in community living centers have become one of VHA’s highest priority areas. HSR&D, along with leaders from the Providence LTSS COIN and GEC (Geriatrics and Extended Care), will be meeting with Dr. Stone (VHA Executive in Charge) and other VHA senior leadership on May 8, 2020 to discuss factors related to infection and spread of asymptomatic COVID-19 as well as clinical course and outcomes in VA and non-VA nursing homes. As this is a high priority area, we are very interested in learning more about any ongoing research or projects you are beginning in this area. Please contact George.fitzelle@va.gov if you have any questions or would like to provide information on your ongoing work in this area.

· Disparities in COVID testing and care at VA 
HSR&D researchers from CHERP and GLA COINs have been working closely with the Office of Health Equity (OHE) on activities related to equity issues and COVID-19: 
· VISN-level information briefs are available on the OHE share point https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVHAOHE/SitePages/COVID-19.aspx to help VISNs identify where their COVID cases are coming from.  
· Social Risks Screening: Development and use of a COVID Social Risks screener that is posted on OHE share point site. Efforts are under way to get the screener into CPRS and other VA data collection systems, but if interested, it is available for use now.
 
· “Missing Veterans” 
We will be releasing a funding opportunity shortly to improve follow-up to detect COVID cases and explore whether we are missing Veterans who were tested, hospitalized, or died outside of VA. We are particularly interested in projects with strong survey methodology and collaboration among sites with the largest outbreaks.  

· Budgetary/Fiscal Announcements
· Please do not send FY2020 money back to us to reallocate to the out years. We are unlikely to be able to do anything with it here. Talk to your ACOS about their ability to carry over funds in field. If needed, talk to your SPMs (not ORD Finance) about reallocating effort in your project if it is on hold. 
· Travel money that you cannot spend may either be reallocated to other non-travel needs in FY2020 or carried over for travel in 2021. No project modification is needed but notify your SPMs.  

· Helpful COVID-19 Links 

[bookmark: _GoBack]    -- COVID-19 Resources for the HSR&D Research Community - https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/covid19.cfm 
 -- HSRD research ideas to: vhacoordcoin@va.gov 

--ORD Share Point site: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19) for updated 
   FAQs and other information related to COVID-19
--ORD e-mail site: ORDCOVID19@va.gov
    -- COVID Shared Data Source Questions: VINCI@va.gov 
-- For access to instructions re: VA COVID-19 Shared Data Resource:   https://vhacdwdwhweb100.vha.med.va.gov/phenotype/index.php/COVID-19:Shared_Data_Resource#Getting_Access_to_the_COVID-19_Shared_Data_Resource.   
