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Dear Colleagues, 

Hope you are continuing to stay safe and healthy.  Here is HSR&D’s summary of COVID activities for this week. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk39666507][bookmark: _Hlk40974369]COVID19 Funding Announcement Updates 
· [bookmark: _Hlk40426597][bookmark: _Hlk40341144]Review of the second round of proposals for the HSR&D COVID Rapid Response RFA is currently underway. Awards from the second round are expected to be announced by June 8, 2020.

· The Hold on new proposals until June 15, 2020, is still in effect.   
A revised RFA will be released June 15 to provide additional guidance regarding high-priority questions that address evidence gaps and/or complement other VA efforts. Proposals focusing on telehealth; interventions that target individuals (vs. system issues) to address provider burnout; infrastructure; and/or implementation and evaluation of commercial and proprietary products will not be considered priorities under the revised RFA.


· Cyberseminar on HSR&D COVID-19 Response: Updates on Efforts from Research & Operations Partners
· There will be a Cyberseminar presented on HRS&D COVID-19 activities on 6/4/2020 from 2:00pm-3:00pm. 
Registration link-  https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-upcoming-session.cfm?UID=3830

· Continuation of Administration Hold and Planning for Reopening Guidance
· An ORD guidance memo will be released to provide criteria and actions individual facilities will need to take in order to resume local activities once the CRADO lifts the system-wide hold.    

· Disparities in COVID Testing and Care 
· [bookmark: _Hlk40428275]The Office of Health Equity (OHE)-QUERI National Partnered Evaluation Initiative has been leading analyses for OHE on equity issues related to Covid-19 to identify multi-level factors underlying VA racial/ethnic disparities related to COVID-19 infection, presentation, and outcomes. They are also developing a prognostic prediction tool to stratify patients with COVID-19 infection on risk for serious outcomes and to facilitate clinician decisions. 

· COVID-19 Resources for the HSR&D Research Community
· The Center for Information Dissemination and Education Resources (CIDER) has developed and regularly updates an HSR&D COVID-19 page on the HRS&D Web with information relevant to HSR&D researchers (https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/covid19.cfm ). If you have any questions, please contact: Gerald.Okeefe@va.gov and copy Karen.Bossi@va.gov. 

· Helpful COVID-19 Links 
    -- HSR&D COVID-19 page: https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/covid19.cfm 
	--HSR&D research ideas to: vhacoordcoin@va.gov 
    --ORD COVID-19 Share Point site: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19) 
    --ORD COVID e-mail site: ORDCOVID19@va.gov
    -- COVID Shared Data Source Questions: VINCI@va.gov 
    --VA COVID-19 Shared Data Resource:   https://vhacdwdwhweb100.vha.med.va.gov/phenotype/index.php/COVID-19:Shared_Data_Resource#Getting_Access_to_the_COVID-19_Shared_Data_Resource.
    --  COVID-19 and Health Equity: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVHAOHE/SitePages/COVID-19.aspx 

