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Dear Colleagues, 

Hope you are continuing to stay safe and healthy. Here is HSR&D’s summary of COVID activities for this week.

· [bookmark: _Hlk39666507][bookmark: _Hlk40974369]COVID-19 Funding Announcement Updates 
· [bookmark: _Hlk40426597][bookmark: _Hlk40341144]Review for the second round of proposals for the HSR&D COVID Rapid Response RFA has been completed. Final approval is needed by the ORD Steering Committee, which will delay notification until later this week (rather than the original date of June 8). We will be sending out “interim notifications” to update applicants on the status of the process. (Applicants who were NOT funded will still be notified on June 8.)

· Our plan is to move our Rapid Response COVID work into our usual funding mechanisms. We think there are important remaining questions that will benefit from longer projects with broader scopes and may require getting data on testing, hospitalizations, and deaths outside of VA. As such, we are no longer accepting applications for Round 3 but encourage investigators interested in examining the impact of COVID to apply through our regular SMRB process.  

· Cyberseminar on HSR&D COVID-19 Response: Updates on Efforts from Research & Operations Partners (Health Equity and RAPID) 
· HSR&D presented a cyber seminar on HSR&D COVID-19 activities on June 4.  Materials from this presentation can be found here.

· Continuation of Research Administration Hold and Planning for Reopening Guidance
· Guidance information, risk assessment forms/tools and memo templates related to resuming research activities were sent out this week to your ACOs and Administrative Officers. These documents are available at https://tinyurl.com/y92t4mr3 (VA network access only).  Please direct any questions to ORDCOVID19@va.gov.

· Disparities in COVID Testing and Care 
· [bookmark: _Hlk40428275][bookmark: _Hlk42242799]We continue to work with the Office of Health Equity (Ernest Moy), CHERP, and the QUERI National Partnered Evaluation Initiative to explore disparities in COVID-19 outcomes. The 4 focus areas that have been identified are: 1) race and ethnicity factors, 2) social determinants of health, 3) PTSD and other mental health conditions, and 4) other risk factors such as obesity, diabetes, and other metabolic syndromes.  For additional details, please contact Dr. Ernest Moy at ernest.moy@va.gov.

· Helpful COVID-19 Links 
    -- HSR&D COVID-19 page: https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/covid19.cfm 
    --ORD COVID-19 Share Point site: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vacovhacomm/admin/projects/covid19) 
    --ORD COVID e-mail site: ORDCOVID19@va.gov
    -- COVID Shared Data Source Questions: VINCI@va.gov 
    --VA COVID-19 Shared Data Resource:   https://vhacdwdwhweb100.vha.med.va.gov/phenotype/index.php/COVID-19:Shared_Data_Resource#Getting_Access_to_the_COVID-19_Shared_Data_Resource.
    --  COVID-19 and Health Equity: (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVHAOHE/SitePages/COVID-19.aspx
